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Thursday, April 25 marked a milestone.

On that day, ITC Midwest energized the Salem-Hazleton 345 kV line, completing the 81-mile-long connection between the 
company’s Salem substation south of Dubuque to the Hazleton substation north of Independence. 

The day marked the culmination of more than five years of effort by employees and contractors of ITC. We have come a long 
way from our internal planning kick-off in 2008, and the three days of Iowa Utilities Board Public Information Meetings 
in February 2009 that introduced the project to neighbors. It has taken years of effort, negotiations, discussion and finally 
construction to complete this critical line.

Although this project represents significant effort by ITC and its contractors, I believe the contribution from landowners 
like you is the most important. We are grateful for your willingness to work with our team to locate the line on your 
property and endure the disruption during the line construction. We recognize that this has been a very 
long process, with times of uncertainty and periods of waiting, and we appreciate your patience 
throughout the past four and a half years.

The result of all of this work is a system that will provide years of benefits to Eastern Iowa and the 
rest of the region. As we have said from the day ITC introduced this project, the Salem-Hazleton 
line addresses several critical needs. The line completes a 400-mile loop of 345 kV lines owned by 
ITC and MidAmerican Energy Co. that circles Eastern Iowa. The addition of the line will significantly 
improve energy reliability and will greatly reduce the transmission constraints that have hurt the 
region for many years. The operation of the Salem-Hazleton line during the upcoming summer peak 
demand season will help ensure that the regional transmission grid is operating reliably and with 
the capacity needed to help ensure local utilities can supply the power customers require. 

ITC has a mandate to provide the electric transmission infrastructure needed to provide reliable 
electricity to utility customers. The Salem-Hazleton line is one more demonstration of our 
commitment to that mission. Thank you for your help in achieving that commitment.

Although this will be our last newsletter to our neighbors, we aren’t going anywhere. ITC will 
continue to be active in the area. We will be on site periodically to inspect the Salem-Hazleton 
line and perform the preventive maintenance needed to keep it operating reliably for many years 
to come. If you have any concerns or questions in the future, you can call our toll-free customer 
service line at 877-482-2829, or flag down one of our crews when you see them in the area.

On behalf of ITC Midwest’s employees, contractors, local communities and utility customers, thank 
you for your patience, support and willingness to work with us during the past four and a half years. 
We look forward to being a good neighbor for many years to come. n

Dear Neighbors,

Sincerely,

 
Doug Collins
President, ITC Midwest

Structures:
• Number of structures: 594
• Average structure height: 100 feet
• Tallest structure height: 190 feet

Structure Foundations:
• Foundations ranged from six feet to 13 feet in diameter
• Foundations ranged from 17 feet to 70 feet deep
•  The equivalent total depth of all foundations equals 18,965 feet 

or 3.6 miles
•  The equivalent total depth of drilling through hard rock: 3,070 feet
•  Total number of anchor bolts: 5,788
• Total yards of concrete used in foundations: 40,171.5 

Line and Conductor
•  Total length of all wire (conductor and static wire) installed 

on structures: 4,710,160 feet or 892 miles (That is roughly 
equivalent to stringing one line conductor from Dubuque to the 
south side of New Orleans, Louisiana.)

Fast Facts
The Salem-Hazleton is the largest project to date for 
ITC Midwest. The line consists of 594 structures along 
approximately 81 miles, and is double-circuited with a 161 kV 
line along approximately 57 miles of the line. 

The project produced some significant numbers:
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Damage Claim Process Still in Place
Although the Salem-Hazleton line is complete and in-service, ITC Midwest will continue 
to work with landowners to address remaining claims for crop and land damage as a 
result of line construction. 

ITC has worked extensively with landowners during the past two years to respond 
to damage from compaction, ruts, erosion and/or washing out that resulted from 
construction activities. The company also has worked with landowners to address damage 
to pastures, timber, fences, livestock, terraces or other improvements in the process of 
building the line. 

Knowing that some damage may not be visible or evident until after construction is 
completed and a new growing season begins, ITC understands that landowners may 
still experience problems. In those cases, landowners can contact Senior Property 
Management Specialist Jeanne Archie at (319) 297-6764 to coordinate damage 
assessment and compensation resolution.  n

Salem-Hazleton Construction Produces Economic Benefits
Beyond the benefits that the new 81-mile-long Salem-Hazleton line will produce in improved energy reliability 
and increased energy capacity, the project also generated significant economic impact to the region during the 
construction phase.

MJ Electric served as general contractor for the project, employing as many as 75 people at a time directly working 
on construction. ITC estimated that more than 400 people had a direct and supporting role helping complete the 
Salem-Hazleton project. The project required more than 250,000 hours of work by employees and contractors.

In addition to the labor hours, ITC and MJ Electric worked with more than 100 additional firms with Iowa operations 
to procure millions of dollars of materials and services, from diesel fuel from Casey’s General Stores, Rainbo Oil 
Company and Dyers Kwik Stop to rock and concrete from Bard Materials; from lodging at Colonial Inn and Comfort 
Inn, to tools and supplies from Riesberg Rental, Victory Ford, Car Quest, Pomps Tire, Hawkeye International, 
Fastenal and Martin Equipment. These local companies and dozens of others played a big role in providing the 
equipment, materials and services needed to build the line.

Finally, the Salem-Hazleton project generated investment in the local economies through easement payments made 
to more than 300 landowners in Dubuque, Jackson, Delaware and Buchanan Counties. Going forward, the Salem-
Hazleton line will generate further economic benefits in those counties through property tax payments made every 
six months to local jurisdictions.  n
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Key Milestones: 

•  Initial ITC Midwest internal planning meetings held: 
January 2008

•  Iowa Utilities Board Public Information Meetings held: 
February 8-9, 2009

•  Iowa Utilities Board evidentiary hearing held:  
August 3-4, 2010

• Iowa Utilities Board decision meeting: April 22, 2011

• Iowa Utilities Board written decision:  June 1, 2011

•  Group of landowners who did not provide voluntary 
easements file suit to appeal IUB decision: 
September 2, 2011

•  Construction began on parcels for which landowners had 
provided voluntary easements: October 4, 2011

•  District court affirmed the IUB decision to approve the 
project: July 20, 2012

• Salem-Hazleton line went into service: April 25, 2013
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