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Welcome to the ITC Midwest Local Government and Community Affairs newsletter. We appreciate the opportunity to share with you the activities of ITC Midwest 
and our investments in the regional electricity transmission system. If you have any comments, questions or feedback, please contact us at 1-877-482-4829.

IN THIS 
ISSUE

• Radial vs. Networked Transmission Systems

• Community Grant Program Review

• Reliability Update: Outages Have Been Reduced by 65%

Responding to the needs of the changing energy landscape, the Midwest 
regional transmission organization has approved a portfolio of new high-
voltage transmission line projects that will provide numerous benefits and 
drive value for electric consumers across the Upper Midwest.  

ITC has been actively involved with and advocated for the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator’s (MISO’s) Long-Range Transmission Plan 
(LRTP) planning process. MISO has devoted several years of intensive, 
collaborative effort to develop the LRTP plan to build needed high-voltage 
transmission infrastructure. 

On July 25, the MISO Board of Directors approved 18 initial projects (Tranche 
1 projects) to be built across the MISO Midwest subregion. The four LRTP 
projects planned for Iowa represent approximately 447 miles of new 345,000 
volt (345 kV) transmission lines and a total estimated investment of $2.253 
billion, which will be divided between ITC Midwest and MidAmerican Energy. 
These new transmission lines are slated to be built over the next decade, 
using existing transmission corridors wherever possible. 

As we transition to a generation fleet composed of clean, renewable energy 
and an electrified economy, the LRTP projects will:

•  Increase transmission infrastructure to improve system reliability  
•  Enhance grid resilience to better withstand extreme weather
•  Reduce system congestion and corresponding costs
•  Improve distribution of low-cost, renewable energy 
•  Reduce carbon emissions to help meet decarbonization goals

These projects are consistent with ITC’s Value and Customer Affordability 
Strategic Action Plan, prioritizing capital investment based on rate impact 
and customer benefits. The LRTP project portfolio aligns with the “best 

investments” approach by providing tremendous value to electric consumers 
in our footprint, who will only pay a fraction of the total cost of these grid 
enhancements while enjoying multiple benefits. Analyses conducted as part 
of the LRTP initiative indicate the benefits for Cost Allocation Zone 3 – which 
closely mirrors the ITC Midwest footprint – are well in excess of costs, with 
a benefit-to-cost ratio ranging from 3.2 to 4.4. In fact, Zone 3 is expected to 
provide the greatest economic benefits for ratepayers when compared with 
other Cost Allocation Zones. 

The LRTP portfolio continues the “best investment” work that began with the 
Multi-Value Projects (MVPs) introduced by MISO a decade ago. ITC Midwest 
built, owns and operates more than 230 miles of these MVP transmission 
lines, including segments of MVP 3 in southern Minnesota and north-central 
Iowa, MVP 4 in north-central Iowa and MVP 7 in southeast Iowa. The final 
MVP to be built, the Cardinal-Hickory Creek project stretching from Dubuque 
County, Iowa to Dane County, Wisconsin, which is part of MVP 5, is also co-
owned by ITC Midwest. This project is under construction with a scheduled 
in-service date of December 2023.  

Robust electric transmission allows generation sources across an entire 
region to be used as efficiently as possible, to ensure the most cost-effective 
energy is available for electric consumers. At times of high electricity 
consumption, the transmission grid maximizes access to available 
generation and minimizes system congestion, which can prevent lower-cost 
electricity from readily flowing to customers. A modernized electric grid works 
to keep utility bills as low as possible.

While the approval of MISO’s LRTP portfolio is a critical step forward, we need 
to double down on regional planning efforts and transmission investments to 
ensure long-term reliability and resilience. We must ensure we use planning 
models that capture these trends and identify investments that provide the 
most benefits to customers. When it comes to transmission planning, we no 
longer can afford to “wait and see.” 

MESSAGE FROM DUSKY TERRY,  PRESIDENT  OF  ITC  MIDWEST

MAJOR NEW TRANSMISSION  
LINES TO BENEFIT CONSUMERS 
MISO APPROVES LONG-RANGE TRANSMISSION PLAN (LRTP)
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RADIAL -vs.- NETWORKED  TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS

More vulnerable to storm  
outages as well as planned  
outages for system maintenance

RADIAL TRANSMISSION FEEDS 
Supplies only one source of high-voltage, 

electric transmission service to a local 
electric distribution system

CONS:

NETWORKED TRANSMISSION FEEDS 
Supplies two or more sources of 

high-voltage, electric transmission 
service to a local electric 

distribution system

•  Provides system resilience to keep the power 
flowing on the distribution system in the event a 
storm causes damage to one of the transmission 
lines feeding a community or industrial site.

•  Facilitates planned outages for maintenance by 
providing at least one source of transmission 
power to be fed to a community or industrial site.

PROS:

1
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Additional grants are in the queue to be awarded throughout 2023. 

The ITC Midwest/IRDC Power of Connection Community Grant Program is a cornerstone of a larger  

economic development program that ITC Midwest is implementing to help communities grow and thrive. 

For more information about program details, contact IRDC Executive Director Bill Menner at director@iowardc.org or call 641-990-4757.

In 2019, ITC Midwest and the Iowa Rural Development Council (IRDC) launched the Power of Connection Community Grant Program to facilitate economic develop-

ment in rural communities across Iowa. This innovative economic development program is designed to pair rural communities seeking assistance with resource 

teams from IRDC member organizations, including the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Small Business Administration, and the Iowa Finance Authority. 

Those teams drive both community conversations and solution development for problems or projects. Ultimately, grants of up to $5,000 – funded by ITC Midwest 

and the IRDC – may be awarded to rural communities for capacity building, strategic planning, studies or assessment.

During 2022, four grants were awarded in the ITC Midwest service territory to support a variety of projects to facilitate growth and economic development. The 

Iowa communities that have received grants and their projects include:

• Mount Ayr – a project to refurbish and redevelop an historic downtown building as part of a larger 

effort to complete a downtown revitalization project. The renovation of the Oddfellows building will 

be a catalyst for future projects to revitalize the downtown area.

• Garner – a local effort to meet child care needs by expanding the non-profit Garner Community 

Christian Child Care Center (GC4) with a new facility to serve the needs of young families in the 

community, encourage growth and strengthen community vitality.

• Oelwein – support for a local initiative to refurbish and redevelop a century-old, structurally 

sound downtown building into a multi-use event and conference center. The plan is to create two 

ballrooms and flexible meeting space to host small and large conferences and events with an 

industrial, yet modern feel. 

• Tama-Toledo – support for a local effort to encourage pedestrians to become more active by 

making intersection crossings safer in the adjoining communities of Tama and Toledo. The initial 

project is to install a crosswalk at Business Highway 30 and Broadway with an additional crosswalk 

at Broadway and Second Avenue.  This is the first step to jump start long-term progress, which was 

developed through the Iowa’s Living Roadways Community Visioning Process.

POWER OF CONNECTION COMMUNITY GRANTS SUPPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Community leaders plan to transition this historic building into 
a the new Oelwein Event and Conference Center.

ITC Midwest President Dusky Terry and ITC Midwest Local Govern-
ment and Community Affairs Area Manager Lori Broghammer with 
Executive Director of Oelwein Chamber and Economic Development 
Deb Howard and Oelwein City Administrator Dylan Mulfinger. 

ITC MIDWEST’S RELIABILITY 
CONTINUES TO IMPROVE, 
DRIVING VALUE FOR CUSTOMERS
OUTAGES REDUCED BY 65% SINCE 2007

System reliability is central to our company’s 
mission. Through investments in the electric 
grid, accompanied with best-in-class operations 
and maintenance plans, ITC Midwest continues 
to improve the grid’s performance and drive 
value for our customers. 

Through 2021, ITC Midwest has reduced the 
number of outages by 65% since acquiring the 
system in 2007, based on a three-year rolling 
average. The outage reduction average improved 
from the previous three-year average of 62%, 
and the 2019 average of 63%. 

Since acquiring the transmission system, 
ITC Midwest has followed through on its 
commitment to improve electric reliability in 
Iowa by rebuilding the 34.5 kV system to 69 kV 
construction standards, which was completed 
in November 2021. ITC Midwest is now working 
with the distribution utilities it serves to work 
toward completion of the 34.5 kV to 69 kV 
system conversions.

“This reliability performance represents a 
significant milestone, and is a testament to 
ITC Midwest’s sustained, targeted capital 
investments and ongoing operations and 
maintenance program. Most importantly, these 
results would not have been possible without 
the hard work and dedication of our entire team 
in collaboration with the distribution utilities we 

serve,” said ITC Midwest President Dusky Terry.  
“We are grateful for the opportunity to work 
with key stakeholders to make our communities 
stronger, grow our local economies and support 
the quality of life we all enjoy.”
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GENERAL CONTACT INFORMATION

Cydney Lovell, Area Manager - Cedar Rapids 
Mobile: (319) 721-2476 
Email: clovell@itctransco.com

Scott Arnold, Area Manager - Des Moines 
Mobile: (319) 551-8482 
Email: sarnold01@itctransco.com

 Lori Broghammer, Area Manager - Albert Lea 
Mobile: (641) 220-4600 
Email: lbroghammer@itctransco.com 

Dusky Terry, President
Mobile: (515) 423-9582
Email: dterry@itctransco.com

Troy Weary, Regional Manager 
Mobile: (515) 509-4273 
Email: tweary@itctransco.com

Phone:  877-482-4829
Email: general@itctransco.com

•  Live Christmas trees: water your Christmas tree daily. A fresh tree will  
stay green longer and be less of a fire hazard than a dry tree. 

•  Holiday light safety: use only electric lights and decorations that have been approved for  
safe use by a nationally recognized testing laboratory. Carefully inspect each electrical 
decoration before use. Cracked or frayed sockets, loose or bare wires, and loose connections 
may cause a serious shock or start a fire.

•  Maintain safe distances: keep all decorations at least three feet away from heat sources, 
including space heaters and fireplaces.

•  Turn off the decorative lights before leaving home or going to bed.
•  Avoid using candles: consider using battery-operated candles in place of traditional candles.
•  Use the right cord: match power needs of electrical devices with the appropriate extension cord 

amperage rating.
•  Always unplug electrical decorations before replacing bulbs or fuses.
•  Avoid overloading: plugging too many holiday lights and decorations into a single outlet can 

cause overheating and potentially a fire. Consider using more energy efficient LED lights to 
reduce electricity costs and prevent overloading circuits.

•  Cord safety: ensure that cords are not pinched in doors, windows or under furniture, which 
could damage the cord’s insulation. Never run an electrical cord under a rug.

BE SAFE WITH ELECTRICITY DURING 
THE HOLIDAY SEASON
WITH THE  HOLIDAYS  UPON US ,  PLEASE  BE 
MINDFUL  OF  THESE  SAFETY  T IPS : 

•  Artificial Christmas trees: use only fire-resistant artificial 
Christmas trees that can resist burning.


