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Responding to the needs of the changing energy landscape, the Midwest 
regional transmission organization recently approved a portfolio of new high-
voltage transmission line projects that will provide numerous benefits and 
drive value for electric consumers across the Upper Midwest.  

As I previously shared with you, ITC has been actively involved with and 
advocated for the Midcontinent Independent System Operator’s (MISO’s) 
Long-Range Transmission Plan (LRTP) planning process. MISO has devoted 
several years of intensive, collaborative effort to develop the LRTP plan to 
build needed high-voltage transmission infrastructure. 

On July 25, the MISO Board of Directors approved 18 initial projects (Tranche 
1 projects) to be built across the MISO Midwest subregion. The four LRTP 
projects planned for Iowa represent approximately 447 miles of new 345 kV 
transmission lines and a total estimated investment of $2.253 billion, which 
will be divided between ITC Midwest and MidAmerican Energy. These new 
transmission lines are slated to be built over the next decade, using existing 
transmission corridors wherever possible. 

As we transition to a generation fleet composed of clean, renewable energy 
and an electrified economy, the LRTP projects will:

• increase transmission infrastructure to improve system reliability;
• enhance grid resilience during extreme weather; 
• reduce system congestion; 
• improve distribution of low-cost, renewable energy; and,
• reduce carbon emissions to help meet decarbonization goals. 

These projects are consistent with ITC’s Value and Customer Affordability 
Strategic Action Plan, prioritizing capital investment based on rate impact 
and customer benefits. The LRTP project portfolio aligns with the “best 
investments” approach by providing tremendous value to electric consumers 
in our footprint, who will only pay a fraction of the total cost of these grid 

enhancements while enjoying multiple benefits. Analyses conducted as part 
of the LRTP initiative indicate the benefits for Cost Allocation Zone 3 – which 
closely mirrors the ITC Midwest footprint – are well in excess of costs, with 
a benefit-to-cost ratio ranging from 3.2 to 4.4. In fact, Zone 3 is expected to 
provide the greatest economic benefits for ratepayers when compared with 
other Cost Allocation Zones. 

The LRTP portfolio continues the “best investment” work that began with the 
Multi-Value Projects (MVPs) introduced by MISO a decade ago. ITC Midwest 
built, owns and operates more than 230 miles of these MVP transmission 
lines, including segments of MVP 3 in southern Minnesota and north-central 
Iowa, MVP 4 in north-central Iowa and MVP 7 in southeast Iowa. The final 
MVP to be built, the Cardinal-Hickory Creek project stretching from Dubuque 
County, Iowa to Dane County, Wisconsin, which is part of MVP 5, is also co-
owned by ITC Midwest. This project is under construction with a scheduled 
in-service date of December 2023.  

Robust electric transmission allows generation sources across an entire 
region to be used as efficiently as possible, to ensure the most cost-effective 
energy is available for electric consumers. At times of high electricity 
consumption, the transmission grid maximizes access to available 
generation and minimizes system congestion, which can prevent lower-cost 
electricity from readily flowing to customers. A modernized electric grid works 
to keep utility bills as low as possible.

While the approval of MISO’s LRTP portfolio is a critical step forward, we need 
to double down on regional planning efforts and transmission investments to 
ensure long-term reliability and resilience. We must ensure we use planning 
models that capture these trends and identify investments that provide the 
most benefits to customers. When it comes to transmission planning, we no 
longer can afford to “wait and see.” 

We look forward to seeing you at our fall Partners in Business meetings to 
talk more about these projects and the work of ITC Midwest. The sessions 
are scheduled for October 4 in Cedar Rapids and October 5 in Albert Lea (see 
page 4 for additional details).
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ABOUT 
JO-CARROLL ENERGY 
 
Jo-Carroll Energy is a cooperative, founded 

and built by the members it serves to deliver 

reliable energy and broadband internet 

services. The co-op was founded in 1939 by a 

group of farmers from Jo Daviess and Carroll 

counties who needed electricity brought to their 

farms. These founding members benefitted 

hundreds and now thousands and paved the 

way to expansion and progress in smaller 

towns and villages. 

 

Today, Jo-Carroll Energy provides a 

combination of electricity, natural gas and 

internet to over 26,500 members in Jo Daviess, 

Carroll, Whiteside and Henry counties. As its 

membership grows, the cooperative strives to 

deliver safe and reliable electric, natural gas 

and internet to its members while exceeding 

member satisfaction and providing excellent 

member service.

JO-CARROLL ENERGY Mike Casper, President & CEO 

IMPROVED RELIABILITY AND INCREASED CAPACITY 
JO-CARROLL ENERGY, ITC MIDWEST COLLABORATE TO DELIVER RELIABLE ELECTRIC SERVICE

Improved reliability and increased capacity are two major benefits consumer-members of the Jo-Carroll 

Energy system are enjoying as the result of transmission work completed last year by ITC Midwest. 

Working together since 2007, the utilities took the next step three years ago when ITC Midwest acquired 

approximately 45 miles of 34.5 kV transmission line and substation assets from Jo-Carroll Energy, a 

member-owned cooperative in northwestern Illinois. Jo-Carroll Energy supports an area with tremendous 

economic development potential, with the transportation assets of the Mississippi River and excellent 

railroad service. However, new economic growth had been constrained by a transmission system that could 

not support additional industries.  

Just as ITC Midwest has made investments in other parts of its system to improve reliability for customers, 

provide access to low-cost energy sources, connect new generating sources and increase system capacity, 

the company has made similar investments in this system to benefit Jo-Carroll members.  To complement 

ITC Midwest’s efforts, the acquisition has allowed Jo-Carroll to focus on complementary electricity 

distribution upgrades and serving its members by expanding other services.

ITC Midwest completed the rebuild of the 34.5 kV Savanna-Metform line in 2021, converting it to 69 kV 

operation. Most of this new 69 kV line is also double-circuited with a rebuilt 161 kV line. In addition, 

ITC Midwest expanded and upgraded transmission assets at the Savanna, Metform, York and Danisco 

substations. All of these investments were made to enhance service and reliability for the cooperative’s 

members, add capacity to support the potential growth of current commercial and industrial businesses, 

and foster economic development in the area. 

We recently had the opportunity to discuss Jo-Carroll Energy with President & CEO Mike Casper. 

ITC Midwest: Can you describe Jo-Carroll Energy and your service footprint? 

Mr. Casper: Jo-Carroll Energy provides a combination of electricity, natural gas and internet to over 
26,500 members in Jo Daviess, Carroll, Whiteside and Henry counties. We have about 2,500 miles of 
electric distribution lines, from northwestern Illinois in the Tri-State area with Wisconsin and Iowa, all 
the way down to the Quad Cities, along the Mississippi River. 

About 60 percent of our load comes from large industrial and commercial members who expect reliable 
and high-quality power. 

(continued, page 3)

SAVANNA 
SUBSTATION

YORK 
SUBSTATION

METFORM 
SUBSTATION

STAKEHOLDER SPOTLIGHT

The upgraded Savanna Substation, with the new transmission infrastructure expansion on the left and the existing section on the right.
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ITC Midwest: In 2019, Jo-Carroll made the decision to sell part of its transmission system to ITC Midwest. 
Can you share some of the reasons why you sold these assets and viewed ITC Midwest as a good company 
to acquire them?  

Mr. Casper: Through a strategic planning process with our Board of Directors, we identified three 
different strategic objectives: growth, enhance cooperative value, and operational excellence. Then 
we discussed who we may want to partner with, not only to grow load, but also to enhance the value 
that we bring to our members through improved reliability. By growing and improving our transmission 
capacity into the area, we would meet all three objectives. 

The reliability and quality of service is so important to our large commercial and industrial members. 
That’s what ITC Midwest brings, not only from a growth perspective by bringing the additional capacity 
in for them to be able to grow, but also for additional members that we can potentially add. And that 
quality of service, especially from a reliability standpoint, is important. 

ITC Midwest: At the time of the acquisition, one of the reasons to upgrade the transmission system was 
to increase system capacity to pave the way for more economic development. How are the ITC Midwest 
transmission updates – coupled with the Jo-Carroll distribution system – important for economic 
development?

Mr. Casper: We’ve talked about our three strategic objectives: growth, enhancing value and operational 
excellence. Especially from a capacity standpoint, we knew that we needed to make a large investment 
in this area to grow. We’re a smaller cooperative, and we don’t necessarily have the funds to be able 
to do this work as quickly as ITC Midwest. It was important to partner with a company that could bring 
additional capacity, and also enhance the reliability for our current members. Another benefit was the 
reduction of operation and maintenance expenses. The capital expenditures that ITC Midwest has made 
allows us to invest additional capital to provide other value-added services, such as fiber.  

ITC Midwest: Thus far, the Savanna-Metform line has been rebuilt, the Savanna substation and York 
substations have been expanded and updated, and upgrades have been made at two other substations. 
What are the operational outcomes your members have experienced so far?

Mr. Casper: Specifically, improved reliability – that’s what we have seen already with a couple of our 
larger industrial members. We’ve been able to do upgrades on our distribution system as a result of 
the investments ITC Midwest has made to improve the quality of service to those members. Those 
upgrades are important to our industrial members – they have large machinery that requires a high 
quality of electric service. The ITC upgrades also have been beneficial for our other members across 
our entire system. 

ITC Midwest: Did ITC Midwest’s investments free up capital for Jo-Carroll to invest in other ways to 
benefit its members?

Mr. Casper: Yes, with the upgrades ITC Midwest made, we were then able to upgrade our substations 
for example, to bring additional reliability to our members. This was done at less cost for Jo-Carroll, 
because we were able to receive some cash value from the sale that we could then reinvest into our 
distribution system to help improve it, and provide the quality of service that our members expect.  

ITC Midwest: How has the working relationship with ITC Midwest been, both day-to-day and during this 
transition and the Savanna to Metform project?

Mr. Casper: We have an excellent line of communication with ITC Midwest – everything from the 
start of planning all of the way through to operations. It was a very smooth transition and we’re very 
grateful for the partnership. Everything worked out as smoothly as the ITC Midwest team said it would. 
We appreciate that. 

Our vision is enhancing the quality of life for our members, and always looking for opportunities to do 

so. Partnering with ITC Midwest is helping us bring that vision to life.

(continued from page 2)

OVERVIEW OF  
SUBSTATION WORK TO BENEFIT 
JO-CARROLL ENERGY 
MEMBERS:

 

Savanna Substation:  
Substantially expanded, including a 
larger 161 kV section, a new 161 kV/69 kV 
transformer, new 69 kV bus and breakers, 
and a new control enclosure.

York Substation:  
Expanded with a larger 161 kV bus, a new  
161 kV/69 kV transformer, a new 69 kV 
bus and breakers, and a new control 
enclosure.

Metform Substation:  
Busses converted to 69 kV, with a new 
control enclosure.

Danisco Substation:  
A new 69 kV line tap was installed to 
replace the 34.5 kV line tap.

Jo-Carroll Energy Director of Member Services Ken Sivertsen (left) 
with Jo-Carroll Energy President & CEO Mike Casper, ITC Midwest 

Stakeholder Relations Manager Mike Dabney, and ITC Midwest Local 
Government and Community Affairs Area Manager Cydney Lovell.

The rebuilt Savanna-Metform transmission line.
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@ITCHoldingsCorp @ITCGrid          ITC Holdings Corp

ITC MIDWEST STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS TEAM
Please let our Stakeholder Relations Team know when your organization has personnel 
changes so we can keep our communications contact list current and provide you with the 
latest news and information from ITC Midwest.

Aaron Curtis
acurtis@itctransco.com        
319-631-8442      

Cheri Monahan
cmonahan@itctransco.com        
319-213-5915      

Mike Dabney 
mdabney@itctransco.com   
319-329-3655

www.itc-holdings.com

ITC MIDWEST SCHEDULES FALL IN-PERSON PARTNERS IN BUSINESS MEETINGS

Tuesday, October 4   
Kirkwood Conference Center in Cedar Rapids  
(also available virtually) 
 
Wednesday, October 5 
Wedgewood Cove Golf Club in Albert Lea

The ITC Midwest fall Partners in Business meetings will be held: 

 

 

 

 
 

Meetings held from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., with face coverings optional.  

Along with a general ITC Midwest update, there will be federal and 

state regulatory presentations, discussions of project planning and  

the upcoming LTRP projects, and a reliability update.

Please contact Aaron Curtis at acurtis@itctransco.com  
or 319-631-8442 by September 30 to RSVP. Please let us  
know at the time of registration if you have any special  
dietary requirements.

ITC MIDWEST’S RELIABILITY CONTINUES TO IMPROVE, 
DRIVING VALUE FOR CUSTOMERS
OUTAGES REDUCED BY 65% SINCE 2007

System reliability is central to our 

company’s mission. Through investments 

in the electric grid, accompanied with 

best-in-class operations and maintenance 

plans, ITC Midwest continues to improve 

the grid’s performance and drive value for 

our customers. 

Through 2021, ITC Midwest has reduced 

the number of outages by 65% since 

acquiring the system in 2007, based on 

a three-year rolling average. The outage 

reduction average improved from the 

previous three-year average of 62%, and 

the 2019 average of 63%. 

Since acquiring the transmission system, 

ITC Midwest has followed through on its 

commitment to improve electric reliability 

in Iowa by rebuilding the 34.5 kV system to 

69 kV construction standards, which was 

completed in November 2021.  ITC Midwest 

is now working with the distribution utilities 

it serves to work toward completion of the 

34.5 kV to 69 kV system conversions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This reliability performance represents a 

significant milestone, and is a testament to 

ITC Midwest’s sustained, targeted capital 

investments and ongoing operations and 

maintenance program. Most importantly, 

these results would not have been possible 

without the hard work and dedication of 

our entire team in collaboration with the 

distribution utilities we serve,” said ITC 

Midwest President Dusky Terry.  “We are 

grateful for the opportunity to work with 

key stakeholders to make our communities 

stronger, grow our local economies and 

support the quality of life we all enjoy.”

SAFETY TIPS: BACK TO  
SCHOOL DRIVING SAFETY  

With children now returning to school, it’s important  

to keep these safety tips in mind when driving:

•  Be mindful of children walking or bicycling to and from 

school when driving around school arrival and dismissal 

times, especially when driving near school buildings. 

Watch for the young students, who may not be watching for 

motorists.

•  Be especially careful when driving through school zones, at 

intersections and across crosswalks. School zones typically 

have lower speed limits when children are present.

•  School bus safety: flashing yellow lights on a school bus 

mean to slow down, because the bus is preparing to stop.  

Red flashing lights mean to stop, and to wait a safe distance 

from the bus, to allow children to get on or off the bus safely. 

Stay stopped until the red lights stop flashing, the extended 

stop arm is withdrawn, and the bus begins moving.

•  Don’t be a distracted driver. When driving, refrain from using 

your mobile phone for talking or texting. Stop in safe place to 

make calls and send texts.


