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ITC’s Integrated Vegetation Management Program supports the safe and reliable 
delivery of electricity and promotes stable and naturally compatible environments 
under and around our high-voltage power transmission corridors. These efforts are 
part of ITC’s environmental sustainability program.

Our society depends upon electricity, so the  
loss of power can bring daily life to a halt.

Outages and blackouts are inconvenient, costly and potentially 

dangerous. Trees are the most common cause of outages. In fact, tree 

interference started the Northeast Blackout of 2003, which left 50 

million people in 13 states and Ontario without power for days and 

cost the economy billions of dollars. Blackouts also can impact the 

operations of health care facilities, public safety departments and other 

essential services that rely on uninterrupted power.

Keeping a safe distance:
Power lines can sag during high demand and hot weather,  
and both lines and trees can sway in windy conditions.

Other types of transmission structures



ITC’s Integrated Vegetation Management Program
ITC maintains an Integrated Vegetation Management Program to support 
the safe and reliable delivery of electricity and promote natural, stable 
environments. Foresters and other trained field staff routinely inspect our 
corridors on a site-by-site basis to identify both compatible and incompatible 
vegetation species. Incompatible species are determined by factors including 
location, electrical clearance requirements, soil characteristics, and species 
morphological and physiological tendencies. For example, trimming some 
trees can stimulate aggressive new growth. Compatible species have 
characteristics that are harmonious with transmission corridors.

Foresters and other trained field staff routinely inspect our 
corridors, identify both compatible and incompatible species on 
a site-by-site basis, and recommend appropriate management 
methods. They are available to discuss individual questions or 
concerns with residents.

Natural Greenways
ITC’s Integrated Vegetation Management Program includes efforts to develop 
stable and diverse greenways for people and wildlife. Multiple teams within 
ITC work together to form partnerships with public and private organizations 
to support these efforts. Our activities to manage invasive species, restore 
native species and create pollinator habitat support ITC’s commitment to 
environmental sustainability.

ITC’s vegetation management experts, community outreach 
staff and environmental team collaborate with public and 
private organizations to promote best practices for managing 
transmission corridors.

Right Tree, Right Place
ITC understands that tree removal can be a sensitive issue. The 
safety of everyone and the reliability of the transmission 
system are our top priorities. We work with residents to 
establish an understanding of what kinds of plants and 
shrubs can be safely established near transmission lines, 
and the right places for trees. Under our “Right Tree, 
Right Place” program, ITC holds educational events in 
communities across our footprint to promote the use of 
compatible species that will complement property-owner 
landscape management. To request a list of Compatible 
Plantings and Compatible Planting Yard Illustrations,  
contact us at 877.ITC.ITC9 (877.482.4829).

Preventive Maintenance
As part of our preventive maintenance 
program to ensure ongoing system reliability, 
ITC conducts aerial and ground patrols of the 
transmission system to identify and address 
potential vegetation threats before they can 
cause problems.

Transmission is the bulk delivery of electrical 
energy from power generating plants along high 

voltage lines to the local distribution system of 
utilities serving communities.

About ITC and Electric Transmission
ITC Holdings Corp. is the nation’s largest 
independent electricity transmission 
company – owner and operator of 
transmission systems in a footprint 
expanding to eight states. ITC is a 
subsidiary of Fortis Inc., a leader in the 
North American regulated electric and 
gas utility industry.
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C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N :

If you have questions about ITC’s vegetation management program or our activities in your 
community, please contact ITC’s customer line at: 877.ITC.ITC9 (877.482.4829) 
For more information about ITC, please visit  www.itc-holdings.com

vegetation management

We’re sometimes asked…

1. Why does ITC remove trees instead of trim them?
ITC focuses on removal of incompatible vegetation in order to maintain the safety of the public and our workers as well 
as reliability of the transmission system. ITC identifies and removes incompatible trees that can grow to the point of 
interfering with transmission lines. Proactive removal of these species and the encouragement of compatible vegetation 
is a long-term approach that fosters stable and sustainable transmission corridors and reduce the overall entry and 
vegetation management in the right of way.

2. Why does ITC need access to my property?
ITC needs access to your property, granted through utility easements, in order to perform necessary maintenance work 
and other activities to ensure the safe and reliable delivery of power to your community.

3. How can I verify the rights ITC has on my property?
Recorded easement information can be obtained from the county register of deeds or county clerk offices. This 
information should also be provided in the title work associated with your property.

4. How will I know ITC is planning vegetation management activity?
Our ways of communicating vegetation management plans to residents and communities include placement of 
informational door hangers, in-person or telephone contact, as well as placement of printed notices regarding individual 
sites where maintenance is needed.

5. How often will ITC return to perform vegetation work?
Existing and new vegetation, and their growth rates, vary across locations due to regional and local climate variation and 
species diversity. ITC routinely monitors the transmission corridor and schedules work as needed to maintain public 
safety and electric reliability.

 
If you don’t see your question here, please contact us by phone or e-mail (see below).
 

Facebook: @ITCHoldingsCorp 
Twitter: @ITCGrid
YouTube: ITCHoldings
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