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Welcome to the ITC Midwest Local Government and Community Affairs newsletter. We appreciate the opportunity to share with 
you the activities of ITC and our investments in the regional electricity transmission system. If you have any comments, questions or 
feedback, please contact us at 1-877-482-4829.

ITC Midwest Energizes Major New 
Electric Transmission Lines 
Multi-Value Projects expand access to clean, renewable energy
Following years of planning and construction, ITC Midwest has recently completed 
two major new, high-voltage electric transmission lines. MVP 4 and MVP 7 are two of 
17 Multi-Value Projects (MVPs) approved by the Midcontinent Independent System 
Operator (MISO). These 345,000 volt (345 kV) lines are a positive step forward in 
addressing the longstanding needs for the regional transmission grid to improve 
system reliability, expand system capacity, increase efficiency, relieve congestion and 
respond to the ongoing demands for new energy interconnections, most notably clean, 
renewable energy sources. 

ITC Midwest owns and 
operates 108 miles of the MVP 4 
transmission line. The last section 
to be completed was energized in 
July. The 55-mile segment links 
ITC Midwest’s substation near 
Ledyard, Iowa to the Colby substation located 
northwest of Mason City, Iowa. To facilitate the 
MVP 4 project, ITC Midwest constructed the 
new Colby and Killdeer substations.

The MVP 7 line segment placed in service on 
June 30 stretches from the Ottumwa Generating 
Station (OGS) near Chillicothe, Iowa 
to an Ameren substation 
located near Adair, 
Missouri. ITC Midwest 
owns and operates a 
14-mile segment of 
the line from the OGS 
southward, where it 
connects with a line 
owned by MidAmerican 
Energy Company to the 
Iowa-Missouri border. MVP 
7 then extends into Missouri, 
where ownership transfers to Ameren.

“Throughout these projects, ITC’s ongoing commitment to operational 
excellence has been evident, as we’ve worked in close cooperation 
with landowners, communities, neighboring utility partners, contractors 

[ continued on page 2 ] 

“Our interaction with the entire ITC 
Midwest team was positive throughout 

the process. ITC has earned its 
excellent reputation through building 
trust, the integrity of staff and crews, 

and by keeping its word.”
Worth County Supervisor Ken Abrams, speaking 

at the MVP 3 and 4 Iowa celebration

ITC Holdings Corp. President and CEO Linda Apsey (left), 
Senior Vice President and Chief Business Unit Officer for 
ITC Holdings Corp. Krista Tanner (right) and Worth County 
Supervisor Ken Abrams spoke at the recent Iowa celebration 
of the MVP 3 and 4 projects held near Joice, Iowa. 
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and suppliers,” said Krista Tanner, senior vice president and chief business unit officer for ITC Holdings Corp. “The MVP 4 and 7 
projects substantially increase grid capacity and enhance system reliability while providing more efficient transmission of energy. 
Through the construction of these new transmission lines, ITC is pleased to provide greater access to renewable energy and 
positively contribute to the region’s economy and overall quality of life.”

During the construction phase of the transmission lines, the projects had a 
significant impact on the local economies, including employment of local 
contractors, vendors and suppliers. The regional economy benefited from the 
demand for supplies and services such as concrete, hardware, fuel, gravel and 
trucking, as well as food, lodging and other personal needs for construction 
crews. The transmission infrastructure provided by the projects helps to spur 
economic development and job growth, as well as accommodate the growing 
needs of electricity users.

Throughout planning and construction, ITC worked closely with landowners and 
county officials as well as economic development and community leaders. In 
addition, coordinated communications with neighboring utilities were essential for 
the success of the projects. 

The ITC Midwest team is grateful for the tremendous support received throughout 
all stages of the projects from landowners, county officials, representatives of neighboring utilities, community leaders and everyone 
who made these transmission lines possible.

With MVP 3 put in service last September and this summer’s completion of the MVP 4 and MVP 7 projects, approximately 
230 miles of 345 kV transmission lines have been added to the ITC Midwest system in Iowa and Minnesota. n

Huntley-Wilmarth 345 kV  
Transmission Line Approved
A new transmission line approved on June 27 by the Minnesota 

Public Utilities Commission will provide customers in Minnesota 

access to more low-cost renewable energy and increased electric 

reliability, while reducing grid congestion. 

ITC Midwest and Xcel Energy will build the approximately 50-mile 

345 kilovolt (kV) transmission line that will connect ITC Midwest’s 

Huntley Substation, south of Winnebago and Xcel Energy’s 

Wilmarth Substation, north of Mankato. The project is expected to 

be online in 2021, with construction scheduled to start in 2020. n

[ continued from page 1 ] 

“My experience with ITC people…has all been very 
good. One of the things that impressed me about 

your company is that you have followed through and 
followed up on things. Everyone has been friendly 
and polite, and they all paid attention to what was 

going on. I was impressed with the total operation.”
Landowner Duane Bass,  

speaking at the MVP 7 celebration

The speakers at the recent MVP 7 celebration in Ottumwa, 
Iowa included Linda Apsey (left), Krista Tanner (right) and 
landowner Duane Bass.

Quick Facts about the projects:
ITC MVP 4 ITC MVP 7

Length of line: 108 miles 14 miles

Total length of 
conductor used:

approximately 
943 miles

approximately 
124 miles

Amount 
double circuited

approximately  
91% of the line

approximately  
93% of the line

Number of 
steel monopole 

structures:
590 84

Distance 
between poles: 800 – 1,200 feet 800 – 1,300 feet

Average number 
of poles per mile: 5 6

Height of poles: 95 – 195 feet 95 – 185 feet

 Base diameter  
of poles used:

largest diameter pole 
is 15 feet, most are 
8 feet in diameter

largest diameter pole 
is 8.75 feet, most are 

5 feet in diameter

Amount of 
concrete for 

pole and tower 
foundations:

71,456 cubic yards 
(equivalent to 7,940 
mixer truckloads)

approximately 
14,000 cubic 

yards (equivalent 
to 1,555 mixer 

truckloads)

Range of 
depth of the 
foundations:

13 – 84 feet 21 – 50 feet 

Quantity of 
gravel used: 145,600 tons 6,338 tons



Dusky Terry has been named president of ITC Midwest and vice president, ITC Holdings 

Corp. He succeeds and reports to Krista Tanner, who in February was promoted to senior vice 

president and chief business unit officer for ITC Holdings Corp. In this role, Terry will serve as 

the business unit head, providing leadership and strategic direction for ITC Midwest.  

A lifelong Iowan, Terry spent the first half of his career in the public policy arena before joining 

Central Iowa Power Cooperative (CIPCO), an electric generation and transmission cooperative, 

in 2008. He served as vice president of planning and growth strategies for CIPCO since 

2013, where he led a team responsible for business development, wholesale ratemaking and 

marketing/energy efficiency programs. Most recently, Terry’s responsibilities expanded to 

include long-term resource planning where he played a key role in the deployment of CIPCO’s recent utility-scale solar projects.

“Dusky has extensive industry experience in the Midwest region, relationships with our existing customers, and strong policy 

and legislative experience,” said Tanner. “His background in the utility industry will be a tremendous asset to ITC Midwest as we 

continue to plan, build and operate significant projects to improve electric transmission infrastructure across our footprint.”

“ITC has a well-deserved reputation for operational excellence and enhanced electric transmission reliability,” said Terry. 

“Modernizing the power grid is key to meeting consumer demands for cleaner, low-cost, renewable energy sources, notably 

wind and solar. The company is well-positioned for continued success to support economic growth and the quality of life in our 

communities. I’m grateful for this professional opportunity and look forward to leading the ITC Midwest team.” 

After earning a degree in public administration from the University of Northern Iowa, Terry served seven years in the Governor’s 

Office as an adviser to then-Governor Tom Vilsack before transitioning to CIPCO. He resides in Earlham, Iowa, with his wife Connie 

and their two children. 

Terry began his new responsibilities on Sept. 3. He is based at ITC Midwest’s regional office in Des Moines. n

Dusky Terry Named President of ITC Midwest,  
Vice President for ITC Holdings Corp.

Think Safety with Electricity during Fall Harvest
With fall harvest underway, here are some safety tips to keep in mind: 

•   Farm equipment should always be kept a safe distance away from power lines.  Today’s 
large combines and augers can extend high into the air.  Farm operators should practice 
extreme caution and use a spotter to ensure they stay far away from power lines when 
using tall equipment.

•   Motorists should be on the lookout for slow moving combines and tractors throughout 
harvest season.  Drivers should slow down and be cautious when meeting or passing 
farm equipment on roadways.

•   Modern combines have GPS systems to improve efficiency in harvesting crops. Please be 
mindful of utility poles and guy wires located in or close to fields to accurately map GPS 
to avoid contacting facilities which can injury and outages, as well as damage equipment 
and property.

•   Overhead power lines are not the only electrical hazard on the farm. Guy wires, which 
are used to stabilize poles, can also be easily snagged by farm equipment.  If a guy wire 
is damaged, it is important to contact the appropriate utility company to evaluate the 
situation and make proper repairs.

•   Agriculture and reliable electricity are both essential for our Midwestern way of life and 

our economy.  Following these simple safety tips can help ensure a safe harvest season.

WATCH OUT

WATCH OUT



ITC Midwest Restores Transmission System  
Following Devastating Ice Storm
A severe late-winter storm, with ice, snow and high winds, struck northcentral Iowa, northwest Iowa and southern Minnesota on 
Thursday, April 11. As a result, ITC Midwest sustained the worst damage to its transmission system in the operating company’s 
history, with 358 poles damaged and approximately 25 circuits initially locked out. The longest affected circuit had 81 damaged 
poles. In addition, Alliant Energy, as well as the electric cooperatives and municipalities served by ITC in this rural region, 
experienced significant damage to their distribution systems.

Two days before the storm hit, ITC’s ULCS personnel had already begun preparing 
equipment and identifying additional crew resources from Midwest project work to 
address the potential damage. With their preparedness plan ready, they were able to 
immediately send crews from the northeast, southeast, and southwest Iowa regions 
to the affected areas early Thursday morning. At approximately the same time, 
ITC’s Emergency Operations Plan and Crisis Management Plan (Incident Command 
System) were activated and the previously identified project resources were deployed.  

Before the storm ended late Thursday evening, ITC crews were on the scene assessing 
the situation and prioritizing the work, with the highest priority to safely restore power 
as quickly as possible to affected customers. ITC’s Incident Command team provided 
organizational support and additional resources in response to the outages, with 
regular status meetings held throughout the crisis. This allowed ITC to not only focus 
on efficient, safe restoration activities, but to ensure streamlined communications to 
our customers, regulators and impacted community stakeholders.

“With natural disasters increasingly challenging power grid resilience, ITC’s 
preparedness, response and recovery plans were put to the test during this storm,” 
said Director of Asset Protection and Performance Pedro Melendez. “I’m proud 
of being part of and witnessing multidisciplinary teams and stakeholders coming 
together to successfully recover from this type of unexpected event. In coordination 
with stakeholders, ITC demonstrated our commitment to the customers we serve by 
restoring the power as safely and quickly as possible. The organizational response 
and end results are a testament that ITC stands prepared to provide an efficient and 
structured response to adverse events affecting safety, reliability and security of the 
power grid.”

ITC’s response personnel collaborated closely with our partner utilities during this 
restoration process, and in several instances, additional ITC crews were assigned to 

lines affecting their customers. These utility crews worked diligently around the clock throughout the weekend to repair poles and 
transmission lines. At the peak, more than 200 overhead utility crew members from various contractors were dispatched, including 
some from the Michigan footprint, backed by myriad support personnel. Although the ice melted quickly, the muddy ground 
conditions created additional challenges for crews.  

“This large storm restoration was a success due to the extraordinary effort and coordination of our four contractors with their 
personnel from a six-state area who all came together and worked as a team. This was the most successful and safest restoration 
effort that I have been involved with in my 24 years in the industry,” said Lead Field Supervisor Lynn Hughes. “It makes me proud to 
be part of ITC and to see people take pride in what they do on a daily basis as well as when emergency calls come in.”

By Monday evening, April 15 – four days after the storm had ended – the ITC crews had restored the transmission system for all 
affected customers. Given the magnitude of the damage across a wide area, ITC restored the outages relatively quickly. This was 
a significant effort by all involved and we are proud of the internal and external collaboration that took place, a testament to our 
operational excellence and focus on being better together. n

Following the April ice storm, crews repair a transmission 
line near Kensett, Iowa.

More than 150 crew members worked together to restore 
the transmission line along Minnesota State Highway 86 
near Lakefield, Minnesota.



A. ITC Midwest Local Government and Community Affairs Area Manager Lori 
Broghammer (second from left) presents a $1,500 check to Janice Rea, Chris McKee 
and Jessica Meyer, board members of the Lansing, Iowa Food Trust (LIFT). The grant 
will be used to generate supplies for the food bank as well as offer Lansing-area 
residents in need the opportunity to get groceries at no charge.

B. ITC Midwest Local Government and Community Affairs Area Manager Cydney Lovell 
(center) presents a $2,500 check to Sarah Hoeger (left) and John Tursi (right) of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Cedar Rapids. The funding will be used to increase children’s 
involvement in the arts, which in turn can promote essential skills including 
problem-solving, self-expression, teamwork and persistence. 

C. ITC Midwest Local Government and Community Affairs Regional Manager Troy 
Weary (left) presents a $7,500 check from the ITC Charitable Giving Program to Keep 
Iowa Beautiful Executive Director Kevin Techau. The grant will be used to encourage 
student volunteerism for community service throughout Iowa. 

D. ITC Midwest Environmental Specialist Dan Hagan presents a $5,000 check to the 
Friends of Pool 9 to support the group’s publication of a Refuge Centennial book, 
which will chronicle the 100-year history of the Upper Mississippi National Wildlife 
and Fish Refuge. 

ITC Midwest Sponsors  
Iowa Ideas Conference
ITC Midwest was the presenting sponsor for the Iowa Ideas Conference, 
held Oct. 3-4 in Cedar Rapids. In its third year, the Iowa Ideas Conference 
has become the state’s premier forum dedicated to exploring the key 
questions and big ideas that will shape the future of Iowa.

This year’s conference featured speakers and panelists from across 
the state who participated in more than 60 breakout sessions on issues 
ranging from Agriculture, Education, and Diversity and Inclusion to 
Energy and Environment, Social Services, Public Policy and Workforce 
Development. More than 750 people registered for the third-annual event, 
hosted by the Cedar Rapids Gazette. 

Along with former Iowa Governor and former Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack and current Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds, conference participants 
included governmental officials, political leaders, economic and 
community development officials, leaders from business and industry, 
human services, health care and agriculture, among many others.  n

At the Iowa Ideas Conference, ITC Senior Vice President and Chief 
Business Unit Officer Krista Tanner moderated a session entitled 
“The changing landscape of Iowa energy.”  The discussion centered 
on the changes the industry needs to make – including additional 
electric transmission – to respond to consumer demands for 
increased renewable energy. Participants in the forum included (left 
to right): Krista Tanner, Ryan Young (State of Iowa Energy Office), 
Kerri Johannsen (Iowa Environmental Council), Chaz Allen (Iowa Utility 
Association), Dan Lutat (Iowa Lakes Community College) and Bill 
Cherrier (Central Iowa Power Cooperative).  

ITC Midwest provides charitable grants to 
support nonprofit organizations  
and communities
At ITC Midwest, our community support extends well beyond 
providing reliable energy. We support qualified nonprofit 
organizations whose programs and projects emphasize the 
company’s focus on education, environmental stewardship, social 
services, and health and wellness. Here are the highlights of the 
most recent charitable contributions:

A

B C

D
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Donna Zalewski, Director 
Office: (248) 946-3507 
Email: dzalewski@itctransco.com

Troy Weary, Regional Manager 
Office: (515) 639-3330 
Email: tweary@itctransco.com

1. Cydney Lovell, Area Manager - Cedar Rapids 
Office: (319) 297-6843 
Email: clovell@itctransco.com

2. Scott Arnold, Area Manager - Des Moines 
Office: (515) 639-3333 
Email: sarnold01@itctransco.com

3. Lori Broghammer, Area Manager - Albert Lea 
Office: (507) 668-3002 
Email: lbroghammer@itctransco.com 
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