
THE  
TRANSMISSION 
LINE
ITC MIDWEST  LOCAL GOVERNMENT & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS NEWSLETTER  •  WINTER 2022

Welcome to the ITC Midwest Local Government and Community Affairs newsletter. We appreciate the opportunity to share with you the activities of ITC Midwest 
and our investments in the regional electricity transmission system. If you have any comments, questions or feedback, please contact us at 1-877-482-4829.
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• ITC Midwest’s Response to December Derecho

• Community Grant Program Gains Momentum

• Winter Electricity Safety Tips
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ITC MIDWEST, XCEL ENERGY COMPLETE MAJOR NEW ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINE

ITC Midwest and Xcel Energy have completed the Huntley-Wilmarth 345 kV project, a major 

new, high-voltage electric transmission line in southern Minnesota, following five years 

of planning and construction. The new transmission line increases access to low-cost, 

renewable energy in the region, reduces congestion on the grid, and improves system 

reliability to benefit electric consumers in southern Minnesota and northern Iowa. 

ITC Midwest and Xcel Energy co-own the 50-mile transmission line, which runs from ITC 

Midwest’s Huntley substation located near Winnebago to Xcel Energy’s Wilmarth substation 

near Mankato. Xcel Energy managed construction of the project, which began in 2020 and 

was completed safely with no lost time injuries, significantly under budget and ahead of 

schedule. The total cost is projected to be $115 million, $35 million under the original cost 

estimate.

As two of the local energy companies serving southern Minnesota, ITC Midwest and Xcel 

Energy took several steps to manage construction schedules and reduce costs to save 

customers money while still completing the project safely and on time. 

“The Huntley-Wilmarth project substantially increases grid capacity and enhances system 

reliability while providing more efficient transmission of energy,” said Dusky Terry, President 

of ITC Midwest. “Through the construction of this new transmission line, Xcel Energy and ITC 

Midwest are pleased to provide greater access to renewable energy and positively contribute 

to the region’s economy and overall quality of life.” 

“Investments in our transmission systems strengthen reliability and help us continue our 

clean energy transition. This new transmission line will support our vision to reduce carbon 

emissions 80% by 2030 and deliver 100% carbon-free electricity by 2050,” said Chris Clark, 

President, Xcel Energy-Minnesota. “Projects like this are successful when we work together 

and have the support of landowners, local officials and community leaders, and we thank 

everyone in southern Minnesota who participated in and supported this important new 

infrastructure.” 

HUNTLEY-WILMARTH PROJECT  EXPANDS ACCESS TO  LOW-COST,  RENEWABLE  ENERGY

− ITC Midwest President Dusky Terry

“The Huntley-Wilmarth project 
substantially increases grid 

capacity and enhances system 
reliability while providing more

efficient transmission of energy,”
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During the construction phase of the transmission line, the project had 

a significant impact on the south-central Minnesota economy, including 

employment of local contractors, vendors and suppliers. The regional 

economy benefited from the demand for supplies and services such as 

concrete, hardware, fuel, gravel and trucking, as well as food, lodging and 

other personal needs for construction crews. The transmission infrastructure 

provided by the project helps to spur economic development and job growth, 

as well as accommodate the growing needs of electricity consumers.

Although the construction was completed and the line is energized, landowners 

and residents in the project area will still see crews working to remove 

construction materials, finish clean-up activities and restore land affected by 

construction into early 2022.

ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND  

The Iowa-Minnesota border region has been one of the most congested areas 

in the region’s electric grid, as first identified by the Midcontinent Independent 

System Operator (MISO) in 2008. As demand for electricity has increased 

since that time, it became increasingly clear that a solution was needed to 

ensure service reliability and resilience as well as enable the delivery of new 

wind power to customers in both states. The Huntley-Wilmarth project was 

studied, reviewed and approved by MISO as a Market Efficiency Project (MEP) 

in December 2016.

Studies by MISO, Xcel Energy and ITC Midwest show that the Huntley-Wilmarth 

project is anticipated to produce benefits for customers in the broader region 

that nearly double the project investment.

(continued from page 1)

QUICK FACTS ABOUT THE 
HUNTLEY-WILMARTH  
PROJECT
•  Length of line: 50 miles 

•  Total length of conductor used: 540 miles 

•  Number of steel monopole structures: 283

•  Distance between structures: approximately 1,000 feet

•  Height of poles: 110 to 170 feet

•  Amount of concrete for structure foundations: 28,000  

  cubic yards, enough to build a sidewalk from Mankato  

  to St. Cloud (110 miles) 

•  Number of construction workers who built the project: 70

Following the December derecho, crews 
repair a transmission line near Riceville, 
Iowa.

ITC MIDWEST RESPONDS TO 
UNPRECEDENTED DECEMBER DERECHO 
An unprecedented December derecho, with high winds and tornadic activity, swept across the Midwest the evening 

of Wednesday, Dec. 15, causing extensive transmission and distribution electricity outages. Initially, 55 ITC Midwest 

transmission lines were out of service, stretching from southwest Iowa to southeast Minnesota. 

Before the storm reached the Mississippi River, the ITC Incident Command System was activated, and ITC Midwest 

line crews were in the field assessing the damage and prioritizing the responses. In all 185 utility workers, backed by 

a team providing everything from supplies and materials to design engineering support, worked diligently to restore 

the transmission system as quickly and safely as possible. Nearly 250 poles were used in the rebuild. Throughout the 

process, ITC Midwest personnel collaborated closely with their counterparts at the utilities and electric cooperatives 

served to coordinate the response. 

Within 24 hours after the storm struck, a substantial number of lines impacting distribution utilities were restored 

and energized. All transmission lines to ITC substations to supply distribution utilities with power were rebuilt and 

returned to service by Friday night, Dec. 17 – 48 hours after the storm. ITC Midwest also worked closely with Alliant 

Energy, CIPCO, and the affected rural electric cooperatives and municipal utilities to help them get power restored to 

their customers.

The December derecho is the third major storm to hit the ITC Midwest footprint in the past three years, following the 

April 2019 ice storm and the August 2020 derecho. When severe storms cause transmission outages, experienced 

personnel in ITC’s Operations Control Room and Emergency Operations Center stand ready to immediately deploy 

resources to safely restore the electric grid, in close collaboration with everyone at ITC Midwest.
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− ITC Midwest President Dusky Terry

www.itc-holdings.com@ITCHoldingsCorp @ITCGrid          ITC Holdings Corp

ITC MIDWEST AWARDS GRANTS TO SUPPORT DERECHO TREE REPLANTING 
CONTRIBUTIONS WILL  HELP REPLACE TREES  LOST  IN  THE  2020  DERECHO 

ITC Midwest recently awarded nearly $270,000 to support tree replanting 

following the August 2020 derecho. The contributions are part of ITC 

Midwest’s ongoing commitment to support tree-replanting initiatives in 

communities throughout the derecho storm zone. 

“We know firsthand the devastation sustained during the derecho, and we’re 

pleased to support tree replanting initiatives throughout our service territory,” 

said ITC Midwest President Dusky Terry. “ITC Midwest’s commitment to the 

communities we serve extends beyond power restoration. Trees are essential 

for our environment, our community, and our quality of life.”

• Cedar Rapids ReLeaf program - $200,000

• Marion - $40,000

• Hiawatha - $10,000

• Marshalltown - $5,000

• Newton - $3,000

• Grinnell - $2,500

In each case, the communities are using the funding to replant trees in public 

parks and recreational areas. The communities ITC Midwest is supporting with 

tree replanting grants include:

• Boone - $2,500

• Nevada - $1,500

• Huxley - $1,000

• Madrid - $1,000

• Toledo - $1,000

• Tama - $1,000

In 2020 and 2021, ITC Midwest provided nearly $600,000 in funding to 

support pandemic and derecho disaster relief to various organizations 

throughout its service territory. Through its Charitable Giving Program, ITC 

Midwest supports organizations that make a strong, positive social impact 

and improve the quality of life in the communities served by the company. 

Two years ago, ITC Midwest and the Iowa Rural Development Council (IRDC) launched the Power 

of Connection Community Grant Program to facilitate economic development in rural communities 

across Iowa. This innovative economic development program is designed to pair rural communities 

seeking assistance with resource teams from IRDC member organizations, including the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture, the Small Business Administration, and the Iowa Finance Authority. 

Those teams drive both community conversations and solution development for problems or 

projects. Ultimately, grants of up to $5,000 – funded by ITC Midwest and the IRDC – may be 

awarded to rural communities for capacity building, strategic planning, studies or assessment.

During 2021, six grants were awarded in the ITC Midwest service territory to support a variety of 

projects to facilitate growth and economic development. The Iowa communities that have received 

grants and their projects include:

 • St. Ansgar – a project to expand housing and serve other community development to promote growth.

• Peosta – an effort to coordinate future planning and create an economic development organization to facilitate continued growth.

• Clayton County – support for Attracting Success, a program launched by Clayton County Conservation to engage young adults and young families, 

and encourage them to play, work and live in Clayton County.

• Dysart – support for the new Little Knights Learning Center child care facility to encourage young families to live in the community.

• Mount Ayr – a project to update the Ringgold County Child Care Center to facilitate programmatic changes.

• Postville – support for community planning and development through the Community Heart and Soul program. 

Additional grants are in the queue to be awarded throughout 2022. 

The ITC Midwest/IRDC Power of Connection Community Grant Program is a cornerstone of a larger  

economic development program that ITC Midwest is implementing to help communities grow and  

thrive. 

For more information about program details, contact IRDC Executive Director Bill Menner at director@iowardc.org or call 641-990-4757.

“ITC Midwest’s commitment to the communities we serve 
extends beyond power restoration. Trees are essential for 
our environment, our community, and our quality of life.”

POWER OF CONNECTION COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM GAINS MOMENTUM

ITC Midwest Local Government and Community Affairs Manager Scott 
Arnold (left) with Wanda Petersen, Board President of the Little Knights 
Learning Center, in front of the new child care facility in Dysart, Iowa.
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GENERAL CONTACT INFORMATION

Cydney Lovell, Area Manager - Cedar Rapids 
Mobile: (319) 721-2476 
Email: clovell@itctransco.com

Scott Arnold, Area Manager - Des Moines 
Mobile: (319) 551-8482 
Email: sarnold01@itctransco.com

 Lori Broghammer, Area Manager - Albert Lea 
Mobile: (641) 220-4600 
Email: lbroghammer@itctransco.com 

Dusky Terry, President
Mobile: (515) 423-9582
Email: dterry@itctransco.com

Troy Weary, Regional Manager 
Mobile: (515) 509-4273 
Email: tweary@itctransco.com

Phone:  877-482-4829
Email: general@itctransco.com

• Make sure you have functioning carbon monoxide detectors: incidents of carbon monoxide 

poisoning increase during the winter months. Installing a carbon monoxide detector can help 

ensure your family’s safety. 

• Avoid using candles: consider using battery-operated candles in place of traditional candles.

• Use the right cord: match power needs of electrical devices with the appropriate extension 

cord amperage rating. Use extension cords only for temporary purposes.

• Avoid overloading: plugging too many lights or electrical devices into a single outlet can 

overheat and cause a fire. Consider using more energy efficient LED lights to reduce 

electricity costs and prevent overloading circuits.

• Cord safety: ensure that cords are not pinched in doors, windows or under furniture, which 

could damage the cord’s insulation. Never run an electrical cord under a rug. 

BE SAFE WITH ELECTRICITY 
DURING THE WINTER 
WITH WINTER UPON US ,  
PLEASE  BE  MINDFUL  OF  
THESE  SAFETY  T IPS : 

• Use space heaters safely: if using space heaters,  

keep them a safe distance away from furniture and  

clothing. Never leave space heaters unattended while  

they are in operation, and never use an extension cord to  

plug space heaters into an outlet.


