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Welcome to the ITC Midwest Local Government and Community Affairs newsletter. We appreciate the opportunity to share with you the activities of ITC Midwest 
and our investments in the regional electricity transmission system. If you have any comments, questions or feedback, please contact us at 1-877-482-4829.

MESSAGE FROM DUSKY TERRY,  
PRESIDENT  OF  ITC  MIDWEST

CHANGING ENERGY LANDSCAPE 
REQUIRES MODERNIZED  
POWER GRID

There’s no doubt the utility industry is changing beneath our feet. From 

extreme weather events to the unprecedented transition to renewable energy 

generation, from the rapid adoption of electric vehicles to the increasing focus 

on energy system resilience, our industry is suddenly in the national spotlight. 

All of these forces reinforce the critical role of the transmission grid to support 

the changing landscape and ensure consumers have access to low-cost, 

clean and reliable electricity. 

As an independent electric transmission provider, ITC Midwest is responding 

to these changes as we deliver electricity from the point of generation 

to distribution utilities that directly serve consumers. Despite the forces 

of change, our focus remains on providing reliable, cost-effective 

transmission service.

Over the past 13 years, ITC Midwest has invested nearly $4 billion to 

modernize and improve the electric grid in our region. These investments 

provide value in the form of enhanced reliability with system outages reduced 

by 63%, access to more renewable energy resources, and capacity for 

economic growth. 

But the changes in the region’s energy landscape don’t allow the electric 

utility sector to rest on our past successes. Many of these changes require 

infrastructure investment to ensure grid stability. Consider a few of the trends 

contributing to our changing energy landscape:  

More renewable generation sources – Consumer demand and declining 

costs are driving the move toward renewable energy resources. Governments, 

corporations, and other organizations pursuing sustainability goals are 

demanding clean energy. Traditional baseload generating plants are being 

retired at an unprecedented pace, as evidenced by this chart showing 

a significant shift in generating capacity connected to ITC Midwest’s 

transmission system just since 2007.

To meet that demand, utilities and renewable energy developers are adding 

wind and solar farms in Iowa and across the upper Midwest. MISO, the 

regional grid operator, reports more than 20 gigawatts of renewable energy 

are proposed in Iowa, Minnesota and western Wisconsin – enough to power 14 

million homes. The development of robust transmission infrastructure must 

keep pace to connect these renewables to the power grid.  

System storm resilience – When it comes to extreme weather, we’ve 

experienced firsthand the powerful effects of Mother Nature. The widespread 

power outages caused by last summer’s devastating derecho in Iowa and 

the recent extended sub-freezing temperatures across much of the U.S. 

demonstrate the importance of a resilient and reliable electric power grid.

(continued, page 2)
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ITC MIDWEST RECEIVES 2020 TREE 
LINE USA AWARD FROM ARBOR DAY 
FOUNDATION
The Arbor Day Foundation has once again presented ITC Midwest 

with a Tree Line USA Award in honor of its commitment to proper 

tree pruning, planting and care in the company’s service area.

Tree Line USA, a partnership between the Foundation and the 

National Association of State Foresters, recognizes public and 

private utilities for pursuing practices that protect and enhance 

America’s urban trees. Tree Line USA promotes the dual goals of 

delivering safe and reliable electricity while maintaining healthy 

community forests.

ITC Midwest achieved Tree Line USA status by meeting five program 

standards. Utilities must follow industry standards for quality tree 

care; provide annual worker training in best tree care practices; 

sponsor a tree planting and public education program; maintain 

a tree-based energy conservation program; and participate in an 

Arbor Day celebration.

Continued investments in transmission are essential to ensure older transmission 

lines are rebuilt to provide greater system resiliency and reliability during extreme 

weather events. At ITC Midwest, we are working to harden our energy delivery systems 

to provide greater redundancy to the entire grid and keep power flowing to consumers 

during storms. The unprecedented storms we experienced over the past year are now 

precedented, and we must prepare for the next time. 

Electric Vehicles – Buzz around vehicle electrification is intensifying. Major automakers 

have announced phase-outs of gas-powered vehicles over the next 15 years. Many 

government entities and organizations have declared ambitious transportation 

electrification commitments – all with a focus on the decarbonization of transportation.

In the near future, fast vehicle charging stations will require large amounts of electricity 

from the transmission grid. Additional investments to the transmission system are 

needed to meet the power demand for vehicle electrification at the lowest cost. 

Modernizing the power grid is key to harnessing the full potential of low-cost renewable 

energy sources, weathering more intense storms, and charging a growing fleet of electric 

vehicles. By investing in our transmission system, we are meeting consumer demands in 

a cost-effective manner.

As the energy landscape continues to rapidly evolve, we encourage everyone to stay 

informed and engaged in the discussion. Being informed means understanding your 

electric service as well as the costs and benefits associated with it. 

Getting to the energy future consumers want requires proper planning and investment. 

The result will be a seamless continuation of the reliable, resilient and responsive 

electricity grid that is key to the region’s continued growth.

(continued from page 1)

THINK SAFETY WITH RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND ELECTRICITY

Warm weather brings many outdoor activities. While engaged in recreation, it’s important to think safety when in the 

vicinity of electric power lines, substations and structures. 

Kite safety guidelines: 

•  Always fly kites in open areas, keeping a safe distance from power lines, trees, buildings, etc.

•  Kite lines conduct electricity. Never use wire or a metallic line to fly a kite, and always keep your line dry.

• Never fly kites in wet or stormy weather.

• The flying lines on some kites can cause line burns. Wear gloves to prevent injuries. 

• Be aware of who or what is behind you as well as in front of you.

Avoid flying model aircraft, advertising balloons or hot-air balloons near electric lines. 

Swimming pools, hot tubs and spas: Do not install swimming pools, hot tubs, spas and other water-related products 

near electric lines. If you have any questions when planning installation, contact your electric utility for guidance.

Climbing or attaching: Never climb an electric pole or tower or attach anything to these structures.

Electric utility facilities: Stay well outside of substation fences. Play safely to ensure that balls, flying discs and 

other recreational equipment don’t go over substation fences. If something goes into the restricted substation area, 

do not attempt to retrieve it. Call the utility company responsible for substation operation to report the incident. 

By following simple electricity safety guidelines, you can help ensure safe outdoor activities. 
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MEET THE PEOPLE OF ITC MIDWEST

MARK ROTHFORK NAMED 
SENIOR PERMITTING 
SPECIALIST 

Mark Rothfork has joined the ITC Midwest Team as Senior Permitting 

Specialist. Mark assumed the role previously held by Dan Hagan, who 

transitioned to a well-deserved retirement on February 26. 

Mark brings 22 years of permitting experience to ITC Midwest, and he comes 

to our company from Tetra Tech. Throughout his career, he has specialized in 

project management and environmental permitting of complex projects. His 

experience includes electrical transmission line and renewable energy siting/

routing and permitting, power plant siting and permitting, transportation 

planning and permitting, geographic information systems (GIS), right-of-way 

investigations, public involvement, and processing state and federal level 

environmental review documents. Among other experience with utilities, 

Mark has worked as a consultant with Xcel Energy and Dairyland Power 

Cooperative on high-voltage construction projects. 

 

At ITC Midwest, Mark will be responsible for all environmental permitting 

for new projects. In addition, he will oversee the company’s ongoing 

environmental programs and interface with various organizations involved in 

environmental issues. 

Mark earned a bachelor’s degree in biology from Minnesota State University 

at Mankato. He is a certified Project Management Professional and a 

member of the Society of Professional Engineers and the Minnesota Chapter 

of the Project Management Institute. He and his family live in New Prague, 

Minnesota, where he will be officing out of his home.  

“We’re very pleased to have Mark join the ITC team,” noted Local Government 

and Community Affairs Regional Manager Troy Weary. “Mark brings a 

wealth of capital project and environmental experience to ITC Midwest. His 

knowledge of the best environmental practices and his existing relationships 

with leaders in various government agencies and environmental 

organizations will serve us well in the future.”

“ITC is well-respected in the industry for its commitment to the environment 

and supporting the work of environmental organizations,” said Mark. “I look 

forward to continuing to work closely with the entire ITC Midwest team as we 

strive to ensure our capital projects are built and maintained with sensitivity 

to the environment.” 

NEW MORGAN VALLEY SUBSTATION,  
BEVERLY-MORGAN LINE COMPLETED
In December, ITC Midwest completed a new 345 kV (345,000 

volt) electricity transmission line from the Beverly Substation 

along 26th Street in southwest Cedar Rapids, west and 

south to the new Morgan Valley substation near Walford. This 

transmission line spans approximately seven miles.

This new line and substation are adding value by:

•  providing additional access to the high voltage electricity 

transmission system for the Cedar Rapids area;

• increasing the geographical diversity for high voltage sources into the area;

• serving the industrial load center on the southwest side of Cedar Rapids; 

•  decreasing load on lines from the Duane Arnold Energy Substation into the Cedar Rapids 

metro area, reducing line losses and improving the area’s voltage profile; 

•  providing additional voltage regulation, support and stability in the Cedar Rapids metro area, 

especially on the southwest side of the city; and, 

• enabling the system to serve increased load growth in the future. 

With the permanent shutdown of the Duane Arnold Energy Center in August 2020, the Beverly-

Morgan Valley project ensures Cedar Rapids has a stronger connection to the high voltage 

transmission grid and additional access to needed electricity generation sources. 

New Morgan Valley Substation

New Beverly-Morgan Valley 345 kV Transmission Line
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GENERAL CONTACT INFORMATION

1.  Cydney Lovell, Area Manager - Cedar Rapids 
Mobile: (319) 721-2476 
Email: clovell@itctransco.com

2.  Scott Arnold, Area Manager - Des Moines 
Mobile: (319) 551-8482 
Email: sarnold01@itctransco.com

 3.  Lori Broghammer, Area Manager - Albert Lea 
Mobile: (641) 220-4600 
Email: lbroghammer@itctransco.com 

Dusky Terry, President
Mobile: (515) 423-9582
Email: dterry@itctransco.com

Troy Weary, Regional Manager 
Mobile: (515) 509-4273 
Email: tweary@itctransco.com

Phone:  877-482-4829
Email: general@itctransco.com
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