
A LOOK AT THE U.S. POWER GRID
The power that keeps the lights on in homes 
and businesses flows through a three-part 
system:

•   From power plants where electricity is 
generated;

•    through power lines that carry it over 
long distances, a network known as the 
transmission grid; 

•    and finally into smaller, local power lines, 
known as distribution lines, that bring 
electricity directly into buildings.

Unfortunately, we are demanding more of this 
system today though much of it is aging and 
suffering from decades of under-investment. 
The transmission grid in particular is too often 
overlooked in policy and investment decisions.

OUR ROLE IN THE GRID
At ITC, we build and maintain the transmission 
infrastructure that supports the entire electricity 
grid: long- distance power lines that move 
electricity from where it’s generated to where 
it’s distributed to communities by local power 
companies.

We partner with communities, local utilities 
and all stakeholders involved in developing and 
maintaining transmission projects. Together, we 
upgrade, expand and maintain the transmission 
grid across Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, and 
in parts of Iowa, Minnesota, Illinois, Missouri, 
Kansas and Oklahoma. Meanwhile, our 
development team is always looking ahead to 
new areas where transmission improvements 
may be needed.
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I N V E S T M E N T 
The energy landscape is changing, with new demands on the electric grid including 
incorporation of more renewable energy, not to mention evolving challenges and threats 
such as severe weather and cyber-attacks. The key to building the grid we need is to 
invest for the long-term.

E N A B L I N G  R E N E W A B L E S 
Many consumers and businesses want to use more renewable energy. To do that, we 
need more than the solar panels or wind turbines themselves; upgraded and expanded 
transmission infrastructure is the crucial enabler that can unlock the country’s 
renewable energy potential.

I N N O V A T I O N 

The grid is the platform on which all new energy technologies rely. By developing new 
energy technologies—like wind, solar, storage, and other—and by enabling new thinking 
more broadly in all areas, from computing to medicine to transportation, by delivering 
more reliable power.

R E S I L I E N C Y  A N D  R E L I A B I L I T Y 
A more resilient grid can better withstand and recover more quickly from weather 
events and better address cyber-attacks. It also means power flows more reliably and 
efficiently through the system, often reducing electricity costs and in turn benefiting 
local economies.

A F F O R D A B L E  P O W E R
When we invest in electric transmission infrastructure, the entire economy benefits. 
Investing in a modernized grid helps power move more efficiently through the entire 
power system, which can significantly reduce annual congestion costs and help tap into 
lower-cost power sources.

R U R A L  C O M M U N I T I E S  A N D  T H E  E C O N O M Y 
Investing in the transmission grid helps lay the foundation for economic growth 
with the promise of more reliable, affordable power. This is particularly important to 
rural communities, which are often underserved. ITC focuses on the needs of rural 
communities, helping anchor local economies.

THE VALUE WE DELIVER


