
ITC has installed rain gardens featuring native plants at three warehouses in Iowa and 

Michigan to help address the environmental issue of stormwater runoff. Precipitation 

runoff from urban rooftops, driveways, yards and streets can carry pollutants directly 

to rivers and streams without any treatment.

What is a rain garden?
A rain garden is a planted depression that allows rainwater runoff from impervious urban 

areas like roofs, driveways, walkways, parking lots and compacted lawn areas the opportunity 

to be absorbed into the ground. Allowing stormwater to soak into the ground instead of flowing 

into storm drains and surface waters reduces erosion, water pollution, flooding and promotes 

healthier groundwater.

Rain gardens can cut down on the amount of pollution reaching creeks and streams by up 

to 30 percent. Other benefits include localized flood control, improved building aesthetics, 

interesting planting opportunities and increased wildlife diversity.

ITC’s rain gardens are designed with plants and loose fill to absorb approximately 4,000 

gallons of precipitation runoff in each event. Each site features interpretive signage. Employees 

participate in monitoring and maintaining the rain gardens to document plant health and the 

presence of wildlife.

n   Iowa City, Iowa warehouse – Constructed and planted in 2011. The City of Iowa City 

considers this a prime example of a best management practice for stormwater quality and 

refers to the site as a model for city residents and business owners.

n  Belleville, Michigan – Constructed and planted in 2012.

n  Wayland, Michigan – Constructed and planted in 2012.

Each of these three rain gardens hold Conservation Certification from the Wildlife Habitat 

Council, which promotes and certifies habitat conservation and management on corporate 

lands through partnerships and education. ITC earned the 2016 WHC Green Infrastructure 

Project Award for the Wayland rain garden, recognizing ITC’s stormwater management 

practices that also support native plants, birds, bees, butterflies, and other pollinators around 

its warehouse.
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ITC’s environmental team 

engages the services of 

Environmental Consulting & 

Technology, Inc. (ECT), which 

provides multidisciplinary 

environmental services worldwide.

About ITC:
ITC is investing in a 21st 

century power grid to improve 

reliability, expand access to 

markets, lower the overall cost 

of delivered energy and allow 

new generating resources to 

interconnect to our transmission 

systems. In the course of our 

daily work, ITC integrates a 

sustainable approach to the 

environment, enabling us to 

contribute to the well-being of 

the communities we serve.

Facebook: @ITCHoldingsCorp 
Twitter: @ITCGrid
YouTube: ITCHoldings

877.ITC.ITC9
www.itc-holdings.com
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