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THE ENVIRONMENTOUR COMMITMENT TO 

ITC is investing in a 21st century power grid to improve reliability, expand access to 
markets, lower the overall cost of delivered energy and allow new generating resources to 
interconnect to our transmission systems. In the course of our daily work, ITC integrates 
a sustainable approach to the environment, enabling us to contribute to the well-being of 
the communities we serve.

Since our transmission systems cross all types of urban, suburban and rural 
environments, it’s important that we co-exist with these surroundings as good stewards 
of the land, water and air. This ethic begins in our workplaces and extends to building, 
operating and maintaining our transmission systems. These systems include poles, 
towers, power lines and substations incorporated into the nation’s electric infrastructure.
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WORKPLACE STEWARDSHIP
Our commitment to the environment starts with our employees, who have embraced 
waste reduction, conservation and habitat projects across ITC.

WASTE REDUCTION 
Following a waste audit conducted in our facilities, ITC identified items suitable for 
recycling or reuse. Warehouse and facility managers help lead the program.

•   Headquarters – ITC’s Green Team established a program to make waste reduction and 
recycling easier in our offices through recycling stations and signage. We capture weight 
data of recycled material and trash so it can be tracked as a performance indicator. In 
2019 we recycled 47% of the waste generated at ITC’s headquarters.

•   Regional offices – Recycling programs in place at ITC Michigan, ITC Midwest and ITC 
Great Plains.   

•   Warehouses – ITC is working toward a zero landfill goal for all waste at our warehouses 
in Wayland, Mich. and Iowa City and Dubuque, Iowa.  Wood, metals, cardboard, paper 
and plastic have been eliminated from the general waste streams and is now recycled. 
This project has resulted in an approximate 50% reduction of waste generated at 
these facilities. At our Wayland warehouse, we now compact the waste that cannot be 
recycled and send it to a waste-to-energy power plant, converting the compacted trash 
into electricity, making this location truly zero-landfill.

ITC recycled more 
than 147 tons of 
waste across its 
facilities in 2019.
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RAIN GARDENS   
ITC has installed rain gardens at two warehouses in Iowa and Michigan. Recognizing 
that storm water runoff from urban rooftops, driveways, yards and streets can 
carry pollutants directly to rivers and streams without any treatment, ITC  assessed 
potential locations for rain gardens as a solution. The rain gardens – in Iowa City and 
Wayland, Mich. – are designed with plants and loose fill to absorb approximately 
4,000 gallons of rain runoff. Employees participate in monitoring and maintaining the 
rain gardens

FUEL CONSERVATION     
ITC introduced a fleet vehicle idling policy to reduce fuel consumption and therefore 
lessen air emissions and natural resource consumption. Under procedures based 
on vehicle class, operational roles and environmental conditions, we are saving an 
estimated 22,000 gallons of fuel and reducing air pollutants by 12.5 tons annually. 
Fleet managers review reports related to vehicle usage and “Zonar” technology tracks 
vehicle performance and idle time.

ITC GREEN TEAM
ITC established the Green Team in 2008 to help implement environmentally friendly 
practices across the company. This committee of employee volunteers reviews 
everything from recycling programs to reducing energy consumption in ITC buildings.  
Among its accomplishments, the Green Team expanded the company’s recycling 
program, eliminated the use of Styrofoam, cafeteria take-out containers and paper 
towel dispensers within ITC facilities, and implemented a double-sided printing 
initiative. The team also established wildlife habitat projects and hosts environmental 
outreach programs in the community.
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HABITAT PROJECTS  
ITC’s award-winning headquarters property encompasses 92 acres featuring a naturalized 
transmission high-voltage corridor, diverse woodlands, open green space, wetlands and 
a large pond. We maintain these grounds under sustainable environmental principles 
involving employees and the local community through educational outreach programs. 

Habitat projects at our headquarters includes:

•   Installation and maintenance of a corridor demonstration garden and pollinator 
gardens planted with native species. This effort led to ITC earning the 2015 Pollinator 
Advocate Award, presented by the Wildlife Habitat Council in collaboration with the 
North American Pollinator Protection Campaign. The award recognizes ITC’s land 
management practices to support birds, bees, butterflies, moths and bats around its 
headquarters and through community partnerships.

•    Invasive species removal

•   Monitoring of bluebird nesting boxes and bat roosting boxes

•    Installation and monitoring of wildlife trail cameras

•   Annual flora and fauna surveys

•   Participation in the Great Backyard Bird Count

•   Participation in the Michigan Vernal Pool Project

•     Installation and monitoring of wood duck nest boxes

•     Environmental education signage
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PLANNING AND  
CONSTRUCTING TRANSMISSION
When planning transmission projects, we include environmental assessments and 
apply best practices for wetlands, threatened and endangered species and other 
sensitive habitats. By including these factors at the front end in a transmission line route 
analysis, we can adjust the placement or timing of construction to avoid or limit the 
environmental impact.

•   The proposed route for our 122-mile KETA transmission line linking eastern 
and western Kansas passed through a breeding ground for the Lesser Prairie 
Chicken, once listed as a threatened species. To help preserve the bird’s breeding 
grounds, ITC voluntarily developed an appropriate environmental mitigation and 
accommodation plan in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Wildlife and 
Parks which included converting approximately 1,200 acres of privately owned land 
in south-central Kansas into Lesser Prairie Chicken habitat. The KETA project entered 
service in 2012, facilitating the integration of wind energy throughout the region.

•   Rebuilding old power lines in rural wetlands can pose particular environmental 
challenges for utilities. In western Michigan we needed to replace five transmission 
lines running through several miles of wetlands on deteriorated wooden H-frame 
poles. Before line work could begin, crews had to reconstruct an old access road and 
install three temporary bridges over waterways.  
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Crews also sunk caissons for the towers directly into the ground using a hydraulic 
vibration process in compliance with wetland regulations, reducing or eliminating 
the need for digging foundations. As an environmental bonus, the five old lines 
were consolidated onto three new sets of steel monopoles – reducing the system’s 
footprint. The rebuilt lines returned to service in 2011.

•     In a more recent project requiring a sensitive environmental touch, ITC collaborated 
with the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources in planning a 21-mile rebuild of a deteriorating 
transmission line crossing the Manistee National Forest in Michigan. A unique 
aspect of the project corridor is that it serves as habitat for the federally endangered 
Karner blue butterfly. With support from our state government partners, we applied 
for a Certificate of Inclusion in the Statewide Habitat Conservation Plan – a 20-
year permit that would allow ITC to perform work in this type of environment using 
state-recommended mitigation and monitoring procedures. ITC also contributed to a 
Wildlife Habitat Conservation Plan to restore native prairie in a 39-acre area adjacent 
to the project corridor. Completed in late 2014, this cooperative project ensures that 
reliable power flows to west Michigan communities in harmony with the Karner blue 
butterfly population.

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE    
ITC works with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service, Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, 
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks and various other state and federal agencies 
to ensure our projects are meeting regulatory compliance with the respective agencies’ 
rules and regulations.
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EQUIPMENT RECYCLING      
In addition to building new transmission lines where power flow is 
needed today, we are rebuilding hundreds of miles of aging transmission 
infrastructure, which includes power lines and electrical substations. 
Replacing old equipment poses the challenge of how to responsibly handle 
the retired components, which include conductor (wires), oil-insulated 
transformers, circuit breakers, underground cable, structural metals, 
wood poles, batteries and concrete.  Fortunately, most components of 
decommissioned electrical equipment can be recycled:

•   Station back-up power batteries are sent to a battery recycling facility 
where the lead and acid are separated.

•   PCB-contaminated oil and metal is sent to a federally licensed treatment 
facility for de-chlorination and recycling.

•   Concrete pads from construction projects are sent to recyclers where 
they are crushed and used as aggregate in new concrete production.

•   Utility poles often are donated to the landowner.

•   Untreated wood is sent to a recycling facility for reuse as 
landscaping mulch.

CREATIVE REUSE OF POWER POLES       
Our efforts to protect and restore natural habitats include repurposing 
wooden transmission structures for habit support.

•    Michigan: ITC is working with the Huron River Watershed Council, 
Osprey Watch, the Audubon Society and the City of Ann Arbor in the 
effort to increase the number of osprey in southeast Michigan. Two 
16-feet-high osprey nesting platforms made from recycled ITC power 
structures were placed in the Ann Arbor parks system  
in 2015. 

•   Iowa: ITC donated 10 cedar poles from decommissioned power 
structures to the Iowa Department of Transportation in 2015 for 
appropriation as bat poles serving the habitat of the northern long-eared 
bat, a federally endangered species.

FACILITATING RENEWABLE ENERGY      
As the nation’s energy picture changes – driven by the sources of energy 
and where it needs to go to serve customers – ITC is providing supportive 
transmission solutions. For example, ITC worked closely with stakeholders 
in Michigan to build the 140-mile Thumb Loop transmission project to help 
the state reach its renewable energy goals. Completed in 2015, the Thumb 
Loop now serves as the backbone of a system designed to meet the 
identified maximum wind energy potential of the Thumb region. Today ITC 
has 6,424 megawatts of wind energy production capacity connected to its 
systems in Iowa, Minnesota, Michigan, Kansas and Oklahoma.
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We also recycled 181 thousand gallons of oil 
used in transformers, circuit breakers and other 
substation equipment – that’s 3,620 barrels of oil!

In 2019 alone, ITC recycled more than 
1,357 tons of metal – enough to build 
a fleet of 119 school buses!
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OPERATING AND MAINTAINING 
TRANSMISSION
Responsible management of the natural space under and around transmission 
corridors accomplishes more than the main objective of maintaining safe and reliable 
electric service: This work results in diverse, stable, natural greenways where grasses, 
wildflowers and low-growing shrubs thrive, and with less environmental disturbance. A 
natural prairie in a transmission corridor also provides wildlife habitat, preserves native 
plant species and supports storm water management. Foresters and other trained field 
staff inspect our corridors to identify both appropriate and incompatible species on a 
site-by-site basis and recommend suitable management methods in the greenways. 

•    ITC’s environmental team coordinates with partner organizations to maintain 
databases of rare plant and animal species and unique natural ecosystems that occur 
within, or close to, ITC power line rights-of-way. We use the database to identify 
where specialized vegetation management techniques are needed to protect rare 
species and habitats in the course of our operations and maintenance activities. 
Techniques typically include limiting equipment access to times when animals are 
hibernating or plants are dormant, and using special equipment to limit impacts in 
wetlands or other sensitive habitats. Field efforts include identification of invasive 
species and recognition of native plant species typical of different ecosystems, 
unique habitats, and monitoring for rare and protected species.
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Further, in an effort to protect large birds such as eagles, hawks and blue heron that 
frequent certain transmission corridors, ITC installs bird diverter technology on these 
lines – coiled objects designed to help make the lines more visible to birds to discourage 
contact with the lines. 

•   Among many examples of ITC’s stewardship of transmission corridors, we partner with 
Stony Creek Metropark, a 4,500–acre multi-use recreational park north of Detroit, to 
manage wildlife habitat in ITC’s transmission corridor passing through the park. This 
includes removing invasive plant species and reestablishing and seeding native prairie 
grasses and wildflowers. Involving the community is an essential part of integrated 
vegetation management. ITC works with local agencies to develop special habitat 
and educational partnerships to create a sense of pride and ownership for residents in 
these areas.

RESTORING NATIVE PRAIRIE LANDS
ITC is supporting work by states and local communities to address declines in natural 
lands and habitats:

•    To help Iowa address its increasing loss of native prairie lands, ITC over-seeded three 
electric transmission line corridors in the Cedar Rapids area in late 2014, covering about 
42 acres. The plantings feature native grasses and wildflowers. Well-established prairie 
grasses will help prevent various types of invasive trees from taking root and potentially 
growing into the power lines, while creating a more diverse habitat in the parks.

•    Michigan also is dealing with a declining natural feature: Lakeplain prairie lands. We are 
partnering with The Nature Conservancy in a multi-year effort to restore these lands, 
including some found along ITC transmission line corridors. Restoration involves 
eliminating invasive plant species that crowd out the original prairie and are detrimental 
to wildlife. This effort helps restore ecosystem functions, improve and increase habitat for 
rare insects, plants and animals and increase flora and fauna diversity.
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RIGHT TREE, RIGHT PLACE PROGRAM         
ITC works with residents to help them understand what kinds of plants and shrubs can 
be safely established near transmission lines – and the right places for trees. Under 
our Right Tree, Right Place program, ITC holds site selective education events in 
communities to complement property-owner landscape management and help prevent 
tree interference with transmission lines. ITC is a perennial awardee of the Tree Line USA 
certification in partnership with the Arbor Day Foundation in recognition of our tree-care 
education programs and sponsorship of tree-planting events.

EPA PROGRAM PARTNERSHIP at ITC Michigan, ITC Midwest and ITC Great Plains          
ITC voluntarily joined the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s SF6 (sulfur 
hexafluoride) Emission Reduction Partnership for Electric Power Systems in 2005. SF6 is 
an insulating gas used in high-voltage substation equipment and is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Through the partnership, ITC instituted an industry standard for reporting its 
emissions, to establish inventory tracking of its SF6 use, and to work in collaboration 
with other industry partners and the EPA to develop and improve gas handling and 
maintenance programs. In recognition of these efforts, the EPA presented ITC with its 
SF6 Team Leadership Award in 2012.

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
Our environmental stewardship activities are driven by an ISO-14001-based 
environmental management system across our operations. These standards provide 
a framework for setting goals for environmental improvement; developing policies, 
procedures and work practices to meet those goals; evaluating performance, developing 
corrective and preventive actions and performing management reviews.
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ITC’S ENVIRONMENTAL PHILOSOPHY
ITC strives to minimize the environmental, health and safety risks to our employees and 
the communities in which we operate through safe technologies, facilities and operating 
procedures, and by being prepared for emergencies. 

We will safely, effectively, and responsibly manage properties, materials, emissions, 
and wastes in ways that are both responsible and environmentally sound through 
appropriate due diligence. When feasible we will:

•  Purchase and use environmentally preferable materials, products and services 

•  Eliminate or reduce emissions and wastes at the source of generation

•  Properly store, handle and dispose of all wastes

•  Pursue opportunities to recycle and reuse waste materials

•  Communicate ITC’s environmental protection measures and pollution prevention 
technology, knowledge and methods

•  Encourage responsible use of energy
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 Managing the power grid carries far-ranging 

environmental responsibility. The modern utility 
is required to think beyond the reliable delivery 

of power to consider how its infrastructure 
works in harmony with the environment.” 

 – Jon Jipping, Chief Operating Officer, ITC
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WILDLIFE HABITAT COUNCIL 
ITC’s Competitive Conservation Awards: ITC has 
earned the following competitive awards from 
the Wildlife Habitat Council:

•   Green Infrastructure Project Award – Iowa City 
warehouse rain garden, 2018

•     Training Project Award –  Tomlinson Arboretum 
transmission corridor,   
Clinton Township, Mich., 2018

•   Grasslands Project Award – Chippewa Nature 
Center transmission corridor,  
Midland, Mich., 2017

•   Green Infrastructure Project Award – Wayland, 
Mich. warehouse rain garden, 2016

•   Pollinator Advocate Award – ITC headquarters, 
Novi, Mich., presented in collaboration with 
the North American Pollinator Protection 
Campaign, 2015

•   Seedling Habitat of the Year regional award 
– ITC headquarters, Novi, Mich., as part of 
the Wildlife Habitat Council Huron to Erie 
Waterways for Wildlife Program, 2015

Those awarded locations are among 13 ITC 
sites holding conservation certification from 
the Wildlife Habitat Council.This international 
organization partners with corporations, fellow 
conservation organizations, government 
agencies and community members to empower 
and recognize wildlife habitat and conservation 
education programs. ITC’s certifications 
involve the restoration, creation, protection and 
enhancement of habitat and individual species 
management at its facilities. ITC has participated 
in the program since 2008.

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF  
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
•    Michigan Environmental Leaders – March 2015

•   Neighborhood Environmental Partners –  
Since 2014

•     Michigan Business Pollution Prevention 
Partnership – Since 2012

•    Clean Corporate Citizen – Since 2012

WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN
•   Environmental Excellence in Pollution  

Prevention Award – 2011

GOVERNOR’S IOWA ENVIRONMENTAL 
EXCELLENCE AWARD
•   In Recognition of Habitat Restoration,  

2013, 2016

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
•   SF6 Emission Reduction Team Leadership 

Award, 2012

RECOGNITION

14



NATIONAL
Ducks Unlimited

The Nature Conservancy  

National Wild Turkey Federation

Pheasants Forever

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Wildlife Habitat Council

ITC MICHIGAN
Canton Charter Township

Chippewa Nature Center

City of Auburn Hills

City of Monroe

City of Rochester Hills

City of Southfield

City of Sterling Heights

City of Sylvan Lake

City of Wayland

Clinton River Water Festival

Clinton River Watershed Council

Conservation Resource Alliance

Detroit Riverfront Conservancy

Emmett Charter Township

Friends of Grand Rapids Parks

Friends of the Clinton River Trail

Friends of the Outdoor Adventure Center

Friends of the Rouge River

Greening of Detroit

Hartland Township

Huron-Clinton Metroparks  

Huron Pines

Huron River Watershed Council

International Society of Arboriculture-Michigan

International Wildlife Refuge Alliance

Lake St. Clair Water Festival

Legacy Land Conservancy

Lenawee County Parks

Kent County Parks

Lake St. Clair Watershed Festival

Lower Grand River Organization of Watersheds

Macomb County Public Works

Michigan Air Line Trail

Michigan Arbor Day Alliance

mParks

Novi Parks Foundation

Oakland County Trail, Water & Land Alliance

Parks Foundation of Kalamazoo County

River Raisin National Battlefield Parks 
Foundation

River Raisin Watershed Council

North Oakland Headwaters Land Conservancy

Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy

Six Rivers Land Conservancy

South Lyon Area Recreation Authority

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy

West Bloomfield Parks

West Michigan Trails & Greenways Coalition

Ypsilanti Township

ITC MIDWEST
Allamakee County Conservation

Cerro Gordo County Lime Creek Nature Center

City of Belmond

City of Boone

City of Garner

City of Mason City  

City of Oelwein  

Friends of Pool 9

Indian Creek Nature Center

Iowa DNR – Trees for Kids

Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation

City of Lansing  

Linn County Conservation District

Martin County 

Nevada Community School District 

Story County Conservation

Central Gardens of North Iowa

Trees Forever

Bird Friendly Iowa

ITC GREAT PLAINS
Kansas Forest Service 

Kansas Grazing Lands Coalition

Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts

Oklahoma FFA 

Ford County Sportsman’s Club

Sand County Foundation Oklahoma Leopold 
Conservation Award

Sand County Foundation Kansas Leopold 
Conservation Award

Western States Land Commissioners

Kansas Nature Conservancy

Oklahoma Nature Conservancy

Kansas Association of Conservation Districts

Kansas Natural Resources Coalition

Oklahoma Youth Expo

ENVIRONMENTAL AND CONSERVATION GROUPS WE SUPPORT
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ABOUT ITC:
ITC Holdings Corp. is the largest independent electricity transmission company in the United States. ITC provides transmission grid solutions to 

improve reliability, expand access to markets, allow new generating resources to interconnect to its systems and lower the overall cost of delivered 

energy. Through its regulated operating subsidiaries ITCTransmission, Michigan Electric Transmission Company, ITC Midwest and ITC Great Plains, 

ITC owns and operates high-voltage transmission infrastructure in Michigan, Iowa, Minnesota, Illinois, Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, and in 

development in Wisconsin. These systems serve a combined peak load exceeding 26,000 megawatts along 16,000 circuit miles of transmission line, 

supported by 700 employees and 1,000 contractors. ITC is based in Novi, Michigan. For further information visit www.itc-holdings.com. ITC is a 

subsidiary of Fortis Inc., a leader in the North American regulated electric and gas utility industry. For further information visit www.fortisinc.com.

@ITCHoldingsCorp

@ITCGrid

ITC Holdings Corp

27175 Energy Way  |  Novi, MI 48377  |  877.ITC.ITC9    
www.itc-holdings.com


