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ITC ACTION AND IMPACT
ITC continues to improve and expand pollinator habitats in and 
around transmission corridors, substations, and warehouses while 
providing financial support for pollinator protection.

The company has converted large areas of maintained turfgrass 
in transmission corridors and at substations into diverse native 
prairie plantings, resulting in diverse, stable, natural areas 
where grasses, wildflowers, and low-growing shrubs thrive. 
These conditions also provide vital larval food, adult nectar and 
pollen resources for a variety of pollinators throughout the growing 
season. ITC also has installed rain gardens containing native 
pollinator plants at three warehouses in Iowa and Michigan, 
and the company’s environmental award-winning headquarters 
property in Michigan includes pollinator gardens.

Among its community activities in support of pollinators, ITC’s 
environmental team is involved in the Cedar Rapids, Iowa-based 
Monarch Research Project and 1,000 Acre Pollinator Initiative, 
as well as The Iowa Monarch Conservation Consortium, Monarch 
Watch, and the Midwest Rights-of-Way as Habitat Working Group.

ITC has been recognized locally, statewide, and nationally 
for its pollinator stewardship efforts. It received the 2015 
Pollinator Advocate Award from the Wildlife Habitat Council, 
presented in collaboration with the North American Pollinator 
Protection Campaign.

ITC’s commitment to the environment begins with employees in our 
workplaces—and extends to building, operating, and maintaining our 
transmission systems.

Among its environmental stewardship activities, ITC restores and 
converts portions of its transmission corridors and other properties to 
native grasses and flowering plants, providing a habitat for pollinators 
including butterflies, bees and birds.

HOPE FOR THE ICONIC MONARCH
Pollinators play a role in more than one-third of the world’s crop production. 
In fact, about 90 percent of all plant species need the help of pollinating 
creatures to thrive.

The monarch butterfly is one of the most recognizable pollinators in North 
America. Unfortunately, the species is in trouble, as its prairie habitat and 
food supply are rapidly disappearing across the Midwest. The population of 
monarchs has plummeted over the last two decades, dropping by more than 
80 percent.

With support from ITC and a variety of groups and consortiums that promote 
habitat creation and conservation, there is hope for the monarch. They are 
being considered for protection under the Endangered Species Act.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Restoring and converting portions of its transmission corridors and other 
properties to native grasses and flowering plants reduces ITC’s long-term 
site and corridor management costs. Importantly, these efforts provide 
an opportunity for the company to join with government, corporate and 
community partners in providing environmental stewardship solutions.

ABOUT ITC
ITC’s investments in power transmission infrastructure lower electricity costs, 

improve service reliability and safety, and increase economic activity and tax 

revenues for customers, stakeholders, and communities.
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Pictured: Pollinator habitats at ITC’s Novi, Michigan Headquarters


