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THREATENED AND ENDANGERED 
SPECIES PROTECTION

ITC’s commitment to the environment begins with employees 
in our workplaces—and extends to building, operating, and 
maintaining our transmission systems.

As our transmission systems cross all types of environments, 
we carefully plan, construct and operate infrastructure that helps 
sustain threatened and endangered species.

TRANSMISSION PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION
When planning transmission projects, ITC includes environmental 

assessments for wetlands, threatened and endangered species and other 

sensitive habitats. By including these factors in an initial transmission 

line route analysis—and collaborating with environmental agencies to 

do so—we are able to limit environmental impact.

ITC collaborated with the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources in planning 

a 21-mile rebuild of a deteriorating transmission line crossing the 

Manistee National Forest in Michigan. The project corridor was identified 

as a habitat for the federally endangered Karner blue butterfly. ITC 

worked closely with Michigan government partners to complete the work 

using state-recommended mitigation and monitoring procedures.

OPERATING AND MAINTAINING TRANSMISSION
As with existing electric infrastructure, once new power lines are in 

service, ITC is responsible for ensuring the well-being of the natural 

space under and around them. In collaboration with the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service as well as state wildlife agencies, ITC works to develop 

diverse, stable, natural greenways where native grasses, wildflowers and 

low-growing shrubs can thrive with minimal disturbance.

In support of these efforts, ITC’s environmental team developed a 

geographic information system (GIS)-based database of rare plant and 

animal species and unique natural ecosystems that occur within or close 

to ITC power line rights-of-way. The information housed within it is used 

to protect rare species and their habitats.

CREATIVE REUSE OF POWER POLES
In Michigan, ITC is working with the Huron River Watershed Council, 

Osprey Watch, the Audubon Society and the City of Ann Arbor to increase 

the osprey population in southeast Michigan. Two 16-foot osprey nesting 

platforms, made from recycled ITC power structures, were installed in the 

Ann Arbor parks system in 2015.

Also in 2015, ITC donated 10 cedar poles from decommissioned power 

structures to the Iowa Department of Transportation. The poles were 

repurposed for use in habitats of the northern long-eared bat, an 

endangered species nationwide.

ABOUT ITC
ITC’s investments in power transmission infrastructure lower electricity 
costs, improve service reliability and safety, and increase economic 
activity and tax revenues for customers, stakeholders and communities.

Pictured, left:  Karner blue butterfly; right: 16-foot osprey nesting platform made from 

recycled ITC power structures.


